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CHAP, I. 
The fingular Duties of Chriſtians, 
I. Caſe of Conſcience on Mat.5.45. 


What do you more then others ? 


9.1 Herein ſhould Chriſtians be ſingu- 
lar in their obedience? Or what 
may they, and muſt they do more 

then others 

A. Take the Anſwer in theſe 16 Rules contain · 
ing the Character and Compaſs of a Chriſtian. — 

Rule I. Heartily to love them that ſlight you, and 
to with aud ſeck the good of thoſe that hate you, and 
ſeek, io hurt you: This is the very thing urged in 
the Text: If you ſalute your bretbren only and love 
them that love you, do not even the Publicans the 
ſame ? Matth. 5. 44, 46. To love them that do 
reſpect and value us, this every one can do: bat 
to love them truly that think meanly of w, and 
have prejudices and hard thoughts againit us, and 
to ſpeak well of them that ſpeak erat us, (as the 
ſweet ſpirited Calvin, [ Let Luther call me Dog or 

Devil, I will ſay of bim neverthelefi, be is a precious 

ſervant of Chrift Feſw.] This is to do more then 

others. Thus the Martyr Cranmer, of whom it 

was a — 1 — Biſhop of — * 

leaſurte, all ever have bim riend. 
wo that Holy Man in his much wh admi 

parting words I/ bad m_ any greater pleaſure i 

* 4 
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4 - Caſes of Canſcience, 
all my life then to forget and forgive injuries, and to 
ſhew kindneſs to them that ſought evil te me.] Study 
who have offended you, __ diſobliged you, and 
ſlighted you, and keep up good thoughts of them 
(it the caſe will bear it and Peak nothing but 

of them, and think what kindneſs you may ſhew 


them: pray for them, wiſh well to them; ſoſhall ys 


be the children of your Father which is in Heaven, 
Mat. F. 45. 

Rule II. To ſwim againſt the ſtream of the mul- 
titnde : The dead fiſh will (wim with, but the 
living againſt the ſtream: Many will turn Fews 
when their intereſt will carry it in the world: 
when religion is the faſhion every one will be in 
it: But to bear head againſt the current of the 
times, and to be for ſtrict Godlineſs in all your 
ways, when the ſtream runs quite againſt it, to 
bear it down, and to reſolve as David did, to be yet 
more vile, this is tobe, and do more then others. 
The Samaritanet will needs be Fewr, when Alex- 
ander favours and helps them, but when Antiochus 
bloodily rages againſt them (as in the time of the 
M-ccabees ) then they will be none of the kin, but 
—— themſelves to be of another ſtock: (Which 

y the way, was the reaſon of the deadly hatred af- 
teward between the en and them). But to be 
ſingular in your good choice and reſolutions with 
Foſhnas, though all ſhould vote againſt you with 
one conſent, and with Noah to be perfelt in aur ge- 
nerations when never ſo wicked and ſo adulterous ; 
and to walk with God when all fleſh have corrupted 
their way, and tread a contrary courſe z this is to 
do more then others. Thus the three Children 
(or rather the three Champions) who would not 
fear the flouts of the multitude, nor the frowns - 
t 
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Judiciouſly Reſolved, 7 
che great ones, nor the charge of ſingularity, but 
when all the Princes, Governours, Captains, Coun- 
ſellours, Sheriffs, and all the People, Nations and 
Languages fell down and worſhipped, they tloo$ 
by 12 and would not ſinfully comply, 
Dan. 3. 3, 7, 18. 

Rule III. To take moſt care of that which is moſt 


out of fight. A Chriſtians eye is molt on the things 


leaſt ſeen 3 firſt upon bis heart, herein he doth ex- 
ceed the righteoutneſs of the Phariſees, whole great 
care was to keep all fair and clean that came to 
view, but looked no farther : Make great conſci- 
ence of your carriage in ſecret, and let your main 
guard be upon your hearts, and this will be more 
then others reach to. This was Paul's care to 
keep his conſcience, his inſide clean and undetiled, 
Ad, 24-16, And Fob's care that tough all the 
world did reproach him, he might not put a re- 
proach inte the mouth of his conſcience, Fob 27. 
6. and David's care that his heart might be elcan. 
2. Upon bis bope. Others look to the things ſcen, 
things in hand. but the true believer eycs his 
hopes, walks by. faith , not by light , an lives 

uite a different hte from any others in the world 

ſides; As living upon the hopes of Heaven doth 
differ from liviag on the pleatures, profits, and 
honours of this world. 

Rule IV. To be merciful to others failings, aud 
very ſevere to our own. The noble Romane Cato 
could more eaſily forgive any then himlſelt ; To 
aggravate our own evils, and to have an cxcſe 
ready tor our brothers; to cenſure our ſelves free- 
ly, and to come with the mantle behind us to co- 
ver our brother; this is to do more thin others, 
The hypocrite is a ſevere cenſurer abroad ; he is 

A 3 like 


* Caſes of conſciance, 
like the eye that can ſee any thing but ie ſelſ: he 
can diſcern a moat in his brothers eye, but not a 
beam in his own. But the ſervant of God re- 
bukes others with meekneſs, but falls out eafily 
and bitterly with hianſdlt. | 

Rule V. To ſuffer rather then o fin: This was 

Mboſes choice: But the hypocrites is quite con- 
trary : he chooſeth iniquity rather then atfliction: 
To go ſo far with Chriſt as our way hes together, 
is to do no more then an unſound Proſeſſour may 
reach to: The tryal is when Chriſts intereſt and 
ours docrofs 3 and we muſt either baulk our duty 
or our ſafcty and advantage. The tamous Mar- 
tyr under Julian, would not give one halt-penny 
fowards the building of the Idols Temple, though 
he was offered his lite by the Emperour on thoſe 
ters. The godly High Price Eleazer when the 
Nobles perſwaded him to cat other meat under co- 
leur of ſmines fleſh, and they would perſwade the 
King Anticchus that he had caten {wines flelh, 
would die rather then ſtain his proſeſlion with the 
appearance of evil. When a man ſhall lie in out- 
ward miſcty ard have a docr ot deliverance open, 
if he will but fin, and yet he will not accept it, as 
thoſe worthics in Paul's Martyrology 3 this is to 
do more then others, Heb, 11. 36, 

Rule VI. To rejoyce in loſſes for Chriſt, and glory 
in the Crrff : When others be diſcouraged at the 
news of hardſhip ; as that forward and ſcemingly 
reſolved Diſciple;or ſhall be offerded aſſoon as the 
Sun of perſecuticn is up. We (hall cake pleaſure in 
infirmities, in tribulations, and rejeyce that we arc 
counted worthy to ſufſer (hame tor the name (t 
Chriſt ; This ;s to do more then c there. When 
the tervants: ol Cod ſi all rot cr; tien, but 
trium- 


Judicionſly Reſolved. 7 
ly undergo the Croſſes, that crack the 


brains, and break the hearts of others; and ſhall 


ſhake off the Viper without receiving any hurt; 
when Paul and Silas ſhall fing in the ftocks, and the 
reſolved Martyrs (hall embrace the Faggots & kiſs 
the Stake: When the Valiant Philpnt ſhall fay of 
his Priſon ¶ In the j of the world we are in 
Hell but I find in it the ſweet conſolations of Hegpen: | 
and the Holy Bradford | My Priſon is werte me 
then any Parlour, them any pleaſure I have had in all 
my life, | This is indeed to exceed others. 

Rule VII. To be good when we ſhall be ev I ſpoken 
of for our labour. A Phariſee will do thoſe duties 
that will gain applauſe with men, but to take up 
with deſpiſed duties, diſgracetul duties, and with 
David to be religious, when it will render him 
Vile, this is to do more then others. The Philo- 
ſopher could ſay, It is noble indeed for a man te do well 
when be knows be ſhall bear ill for it. To take up 
Religion when every one kicks it off: to ſtand up 
alone with Lztber for the truth, when the whole 
world is gone a wandring after the Whore. To 
have his hand againſt every man, and to be for 
Chriſt with Athanaſiut againſt the whole Univerſe, 
this is indeed to do ſome ſingular thing. 

Rule VIII. To ftrike in with Gods interiſt when 
it is falling. To joyn our ſelves to the Lords peo- 
ple when its the weakeſt fide : To eſpoaſe their 
intereſt with Moſes, when they were in deep affli- 
ction, Heb. 11. 25, 26. Toown out ſclves to be 
ſome of them, undauntedly, when this way iö e- 
very — — againſt ; this is to tread Anti- 
podes to the courſe of this wort. 

Rule IX. To be mitt eruel to the fin that is n 
rally mt dear. The hypocrite hides his ſ gc 
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8 Caſes of Conſcience; 
morſcls under his tongue: he ſpares as it were the 
fatteſt of the Cattel: he faith, The Lord pardon 
bis ſervant concerning this thing: But when a man 
(hall off with his right band, owt with the right eye, 
ſerve his Abſolon as Joab did, when he took three 
darts, and thruſt thorow his heart, this is to do 
more then others. The ſincere Chriſtian is mott 
angry with the fin ot his temper, againſt this he 
al arrows of all his prayers: he keeps him from 
bis iniquity: he drives the whole herd ot fra butore 
him, but eſpecially ſhoots at and ſingles out this 
torun it down. 

Rule Xx. To live upon the divine promiſes when 
others live pen their poſſeſſions. Others are all 
for what is in band, with! them words are but 
wind ; they cannot live upon them: the promiles 
are to them 4 harren beath and dry breaſts : but 
when we make the promiſes our heritage, the ſtatf 
of our lite, the lite of our hearts, when the pro- 
muſes are the bottle we run to in all our taintings 3 
and while others hope in their Wealth, our hope 
is in the Vord, this is to do more then others. 

Rule XI. To love that beſt and choſe it ſooneſt, 
which doth croſs the fleſh moſt ? The god mans ru's 
is, to take the ſelf-denying fide ſo he be (ure ut be ſafe; 
when others itudy is to pleaſe tbemſeltet. his is to 
eurb bimſclf: the lite ot others is a fliſb-plealing, 
his a ſclf-derying lite ; others joy is, when they 
can gratiſie themſelves , his when he can get vidory 
over bimſe!f. 

Rule XII. To be moſt bot in that wherein ſelf is 
leaſt concerned. Paul is meck as a lamb under pcr- 
ſonal injurics. 1 Cor. 4. 12. Ads 17. 16. but how 
is his ſpirit ſtirred when God is diſhonoured ? A 
man ot underliancing is ot a cool ſpirit, that is, in 
his 
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his em concerns : but Moſes the meek waxes hot 
with indignation at the tight of the call. To be 
hot and forward in thoſe duties where the fleſhes 
iutereſi is concerned, is to do no more then a Jebs, 
2 Kings 10. 16, 30. 

Rule XIII. To make true conſcience of the leaſt fins, 
but ' moſt conſcience of the greatejt. In one of theſe 
will the hyhocrite be found tardy : It may be he 
will fly from open fins and ſtartle at groſs ſtaring 
fins q but of little fins he makes little conſcience , 
This he allows of and connives at. Or elſe he will 
be very tender of little things, ſcruple the picking 
the cars of corn on the Sabbath day, or the curi 
ot the ſick, and ttrain at the gnat; when he wil 
in other things (wallow a camel; devour widows 
houſes. The ſiucere will indulge no tin 3 grieves 
tor, groans under, cryes out feelingly againſt his 
very infticmities, but moſt dreads what God moſt 
hates. — 

Rule XIV. To allow your ſelves in the negle® of 
no duty, but to riſerve y ur zeal for the duties of moſt 
weight. To tythe mint, and cummin,and neglect 
judgmcut, mercy and faith; to be zealous for 
humanc Ceremonies, Ordinances, and mens Tra- 
ditions, and omit the weighticr matters of the 
Law, is right the Phariſees guile, Matth. 23. 23. 
Matth. 15.2. To eye both the Tables, to joyn 
Iweetly together morality and piety, to be pun» 
ctual with Men, but not careleſs of God, to give 
to Ceſar the things that be Ceſars,but firſt to give 
to God the things that be Gods, this is to do more 
then others. The ſincere Chriſtian hath reſpect 
to all Gods Commandments, walks in all his Sta- 
tutcs 3 he is throughout with God, but he is moſt 
zealous in thoſe things that lic next the heart of 
religion. Rule 


1 Kings 22. 8. Pſal. 141. 5. 
Rule XVI,/To frees dr Lan wry intereſt to 
M orm holy dutics with 
Joly Toy ends or bem — their beſt actions 
—— aims; you muſt do your common and 
civil actions wich heavenly aims. 


* — — 


K. How we may know whether we be, and 
do more then others that are unſound ? 

I ſhall anſwer this Q1eftion by propounding 
eight Queſtions to you, beſceching you to retire 
to the moſt ſolemn and ſtrict examination, and 
make conſcience to give a clear anſwer to theſe 


few Interrogatorics, and that will reſolve the 
Caſe. 


Q._1. When others d pick, and choſe, have you 
ied to all Gods Commandments? The 25 
may have great reſpect to the comforts, but he hath 
little to the commands of Religion: He is much for 
the priviledges and promiſes: little for the Precepts 
and Duties: He is partial in the Law: he will take 
but here and there where he likes,and where Gods 
commands will ſer ve his intereſt : or at laſt will 
not pinch too hard upon the flzh. The found 
Chriltian ſets all Gods commands before him: 
He eyes all his copy 3 and heartily deſigns and 
Rudies a throughout conformity: He hath no 
ttarting holes, nor contrived haunts nor doth he 
halt b2tween the Lord and Bal nor ſerve two 
Maſt:rs: He doth not fear the Lord and ſerve o- 
ther Gods; nor divides his ſervice between God 
and Mammon, bat he is all for uniformity and 


entirely 
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entirely devoted to Gods ſervice, and fear alone: 
He hath a good conſcience, willing in all things 
to live honꝛſtly, and doth truly, t not per- 
tectly, forſake all his fins and keep all Gods ſta- 
tutes that are known to him: Let me therefore 
ask you two queſtions. (1. ) When others divide 
the Tables, do you {weetly conjoyn them in your 
practice? The hypocrite it may be is jut and 
an ire towards men, but tollow him to his family 
or cloſet 3 you ſhall find but little of God: His fa» 
mily is neglected. his foul is neglected: Or it may be 
he is a forward firſt· Table min, but you ſhall find 
him tardy in the ſccond: He will make many 
prayers, and long prayers, yet make no conſcience 
of devouring widdows houſes: He is a great pre- 
tender to piety, but mean while neglects judg- 
ment, and mercy : The ſincere joyn altogether : 
He is ſo far caretul of juſtice with men, that mean 
while he will not neglect the firſt and great part of 
juſtice, viz. to give God his due: He doth juſtly, 
he loves mercy, but withall walks humbly with 
God: He walkcth ſoberly,with reſpe@& to himſelt ; 
righteouſly towards his neighbour, and godly to- 
wards tis Maker: He is not of thoſe that are 
good only on their knees, but you ſhall find him 
every where conſcientious : you (hall have —_ 

rance at his table, chaſtity and modeſty in his 
viour 3 grace and truth in his words ; charity in 
his deeds, faithfulneſs in his truſt. juſtice in his deal» 
ing. He doth not only ſcem to be religious, but 
bridleth his tongue: He is not only 2 good Chri- 
ſtian, but a good Neighbour, not only a good Man, but 
2 good Hut band, a good Maſter, a dutiful Child, 2 
diligent and faithful Servant, a good Swbjed. In 
a word, he makes great conſcictce ol agus 
the 


the duties of his relations among men.] (2.) When 
others ſtick in exzernals, do you look to the i- 
rumal part of every command, and principally 
mind the inwards and vitals of Religion ? Do you 
not only make conſcience of pertorming duties, 
but do you carefully look to the manner of per- 
forming of them, and the ends for which you do 
perform them ? Do you not only make conſcience 
of open but of ſecret fins ? Do you abound above 
all in ſecret duties? Do you keep a watch upon 
your hearts, and make conſcience, not only of the 

acts of fin, but even of ſinful thoughts, incli- 
nations, and deſires? And are grieved even with 
your very infirmities and the corrupt diſpoſition 
of your natures, which you cannot help though you 
would ? 

Q. II. When others have their reſerves in cloſung 
with Chriſt, do you give wp all to him entirely / Have 
you taken Chriit not hand over head, but delibe- 
rately , underſtandingly, fitting down firſt, and 
counting the coſt? Have you not ſecret reſerves 
for your own calc, ſatety, eſtates, eſteem on ſome 
beloved fin ? Have you upon folemn conſidera- 
tion accepted Chriſt as the Lord your righteouſ- 
nels, 2 for worſe, for all changes of times 
and conditions / to run all hazards with him, and 
to take your lot with him fall as it will ? — 

III. Wen others are for à little of religion by 
the by, do you make religion your buſineſs Do you 
not put off God with the worlds leavings ?. and 
ſerve him when you are at leiſure? Muſt not God 
ſtand by while the world is firſt ſerved ? and art 
not your fouls the leaſt of your cares? and put off 
with ſome by-ſcraps, and ends of your time? Is Re- 
ligion your Tradc, and your converſation in Heaven? 
do 


do you walk with God ? or have you only now and 
then a turn with him? When you have ended 
your prayers, is there an end of your religion till 
you come to them again? or do you carry on a 
2 t your whole courſe ? 
Have you on * liſt of religion at the outſide the 
piece? or is the woot of religion woven into the 
whole cloth ? into heart and life ? into your diſ- 
courſe and trades and tables ? do you firſt ſeek the 

dom of God and the righteouſneſs thereof ? ls it 
the chief care of your lives, that God be ſerved, 
and your fouls be ſaved ? and is this the one thing 
neceſſary with you, that you chicfly mind, and are 
moſt ſolicitous about? Do your very hearts ſay 
with David, one thing bave I defired of the Lord, 
that I will ſeth after, & c.— 

Q. Iv. When «tbers are for the wages of religion, 
are you for the work? Can you fay with David, T 
bare choſen thy precepts ? do your hearts comeoff 
freely in this choice? Had you rather be holy than 
otherwiſe, if you were at your choice? had you' 
rather be Gods ſervants and live at his command, 
then at your own luſts ? Do you count the Laws 
of Chriſt your heritage, or rather do you not- 
count them your bondage ? Do you chooſe not on- 
ly the wages of righteouſneſs, but the wayer of 
righteouſneſs Are Gods Commandments your 
delight ? and are the ſweeteſt hours of your lives, 
the hours you ſpend with him? Do you never 
injoy your ſelves ſo much as when you moſt injoy 
God ? Is his ſervice the greateſt comfort, and is it 
meat and drink to you to do his will, (unleſs when 
you are not your ſelves in the time of temptation 
or deſertion.) Do you make uſe of holy duties 
only as men do of Phylick, when they are ill a, 
nr 
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you ? or 
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and caſie re- 


— n When others are 
that will ſerve them bet, are you 


—— will ſerve God be / When others 
arc all —— hand, and will ſpare what 
may be , and ſtudy how they — 
Harzes going to heaven, are you 


ſpirits, to reſolve not to ferve the Lord it 
which will coſi you nothing ? Is your courſe of re- 
lion fuch as doth put your fleſh to it, and croſs 
and carb its deſues? Or do you love to give it 
whar it craves, and ſuffer it to take its own way ? 
— — Nr ſelf? 

you pamper and it a proviſion 
forix? or do you. pray and watch againſt it, and 
grieve for its unhappy infirmities in your actions? 
and had rather then all the world that this enemy 
were under your teet : — 

Q- VL When others are for no more of relighe 
then needs maſt, are you for the beight of religion 7 
The hypocrite (as one well) is very inquilitive 
what is the lowelt pitch that a man may have, and 
to heaven 3 and upon this defign, it he could 
but this, he would look no further: but the 
ſincere Chriſtian though ſatisfied that his ſtate is 
fale, will xc in no attainments in grace; but 
reaches forward andpreſſes on, it it were pothble to 
artain to the reſurrection of the dead. He that doth 
not defre aud deſgu and endeavour perfeftion, never 

yer 


bear their charges thither 3 others 
make uſe of holineſſe only as a 
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God in perted 
holmeſs. 
lineſs in its height, becauſe every nature reaches 
after perfection in its kind: The godly deſires not 
holineſs only becauſe it is the way to Heaven, 
but he loves Heaven the better for the 
way that leads to it, and for the pexiect boli 
which is there. 

VII. When others are all for the Salvation. of 


it, are you. truly for $ antiific ation by Crit? 
Do yout = Ghnid as God offers him with a his 
offices, benefits, to be both a Prince and a Sa- 


viour, to give you repentance as well as remithop 
of fins? Are you willing of the domixzion of Chrilt, 
as well as delizerance by Chrift 7 Do you cloſe with 
his burden, as well as his benefits ? do you count 
his laws your liberty ? his government, not your 
bondage but your — ? his ſervice your 
freedom? Do you go in Chrilts ways, as in jives 
or fetters? or do you run with inlar ot 


heart, delight or real willingnels ? . 
Q. VUL ben others do ma ſelf their end, ds © 
you ſet up God above all as your higheſt end The hy- 


pocrite doth the ſame 


with the godly, but 
with 


b your great 
in your whole courſe to glorific God and 
enjoy God? Do you count this your whole buſi- 
neſs and bleſſedueſsꝰ do you other buſineſs 
to ſtoop to this ? other intereſt to yield to this? 
Dp your fouls breath after this above all worldly 
good, that Chriſt may be magnified in you? Do 
you count your name and your eftate as loff, and the 

ights of ſenſe but puddle-water in * 
of Chriſt? It conſcience give in a com and 
clear anſwer to theſe Q 1eftions, Go in peace, Bleſ- 
fed are you of the Lord: God is your Friend": 
Heaven is your Heritage: The Promiſes are your 
Portion: Chriſt is yours, all is yours; For. he 
chat doth theſe things ſhall never be moved, 
Pſal. 15, 57 


- 
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A Neceſſary Caſe on 1 Tbeſſ. 4. I, 


2. Hat may, and muſt a Chriftian be, and 
VV. that he may pleaſe God ? 

A. To your pleaſmg of God ſomething is neceſſary 
ar 10 your perſons or eſtates, and ſomething as to your 
performances and als? 

Firſt, As to your perſons or eft ater, it is neceſſary 
in general that you be in a ſtate of reconciliation 
with God : If you would walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all; pleaſing, you mult firſt be friends with him: 
for bow can two walk together except they be agreed? 
Get the controveriie taken up between God and 
thee, and then ſhalt thou with Leri, walk with God 
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U desde 17 
in peace · Labour to get the breaches made up, 
to bave the enmiry Hain, to have divine diſplea- 
ſure removed : till thy pardon be obrained, and 
thy made, nothing thou canſt do will pleaſe 
God: he will be angry wich thy perſon, and 
with thy prayers : What a tart Meſſage is that to 
impcnitent ſinners, Malach.1.10. God cannot take 
pleaſure in their perſons : I have nopleaſure in 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſt; nor in any their pertor- 
mances , neither will I accept an offering at 
hand.] He profeſſerh that his ſoul had no acſighe 
in them, and tells them they are unto him as # 
Veſſel wherein there is no pleaſure, Gen. 22. 28. It's 
{ 2 modeſt expreſſion of that . Veſſel into which 
Nature empties it ſelf. Come in then, and touch 
the golden Scepter; yield to mercy 3 kiſs the Son: 
reſigu to Chriſt : accept of the peace tendred you 
in the Word of Reconciliation, and then God 
u ll be friends. More particularly, that you may 
b» *1 a ſtate of reconciliation, and ſo in a capacity 
ot pleaſing God, you mult follow theſe directions. 
1. Put off every fin: It is your iniquity that ſe- 
parateth between you and your God : this is the 
make-bate. If thou wouldſt have God pleaſed, 
turn every fin out of doors, pluck it out, caſt it 
from thee : If thou regard iniquity in thy heart, God 
will not bear thee, nor regard thee,Plal.66.8. I thou 
art of them that have pleaſure in unrigbieouſueſf, the 
Lord hath no pleaſure in thee. He is not a God that 
hath pleaſure in wickedneſs; evil ſhall not dwell 
with him: the fooliſh thall not ſtand in his ſight: 
he hateth all the workers of iniquity, Sce that 
thou abandon every fin that thou knoweſt ; ſpare 
not one Agag 3 not a right eye, not an Herodias 5 
for then God will not ſpare thec: Give the Dar- 
9 | E 2 
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ling of thy boſom a Bill of divorce : ſay to all thy 
Idv Coles _ win ot lah, 
man t pleaſant any in: - 
Ious God will not endure wks thee hankering on 
the Harlots lips, embracing any fin with delight: 
He will not bear it, to ſee thee ſmile upon any 
fin: He holds thee for a Traytor to his Crown, 
if thou williogy harbour his Enemy : Though 
thou be very diligent in Gods Service, and pre- 
ſenteſt him with multitude of Sacrifices, and many 
Prayers, he will be pleaſed with nothing, but hide 
his Face, and ſtop his Fars, whilſt thou keepeſt 
thine iniquitics in thine hands,Iſa.1.16.17,1 8. God 
will not amicably treat with them that will not 
puit away the evil of their doings. © lodk into thy 
Hands look into thy heart! look into thy houſe! in- 


to thy ſhop ! thy trade! thy calling ! ſee if there be 


not ſome way of wickedneſs, that thou art found in. 


Thou canſt not have peace with God, nor he 
pleaſure in thee till this be removed put off 
therefore the old Man with his deeds. 

2, Put on the Lord Jeſus Chrift, Rom. 13. ] 

Firſt, The red Robe of bis Kighteouſn(ſs for Intiſi- 
ca ion: The Lord will never give thee a good look, 
nor a good word but in Chriſt: He is a revenging, 
a confuming hre out of Chriſl:but get on his robes, 
& he will be well pleaſed. Euoch had this teſtimony 
that he pleaſed God: but Chriſt had much more 
that God was well-pleaſcd with ſinners, in 
and for him. Away with theſe rags, and with 
thele hg-leaves. How can the righteous foul of 
God but abhor you, whilſt in the menſtruous 
cloaths cf your own righteouſneſs ? Dare not to 
come to God but with Chriſt in your Arms? Ap- 
pioich him not but inthe garments of your elder 
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Brother, leſt you carry away the curſe. . Tabus 8 
filthy garments muſt be put off, and Chrifts Ray- 
ment put on: or elſe there is no ſtanding before 
the bright and burning eyes of infinite — 
Put on the Lord Jeſus in believing 3 that is, ac- 
cept of him in all his Offices, with all his inconve- 
niencies, and deliver up thy ſelf to him; and this 
will intitle thee to his merits, and righteouſneſs : 
Without this nothing will avail. It thy head 
were waters, and thine eyes a fountain of tears, if 
thou ſhouldſt wear thy tongue to the roots with 
praying, if thou ſhouldſt weep an Ocean, and 
thy (elf in thine own brine 3 all could not 
er one ſpot: nothing can be accepted while 
thou art out of Chriſt; and therefore in the firſt 
place apply thy ſelf to him. God will accept of 
no Gift but off his Altar. | 
Secondly, The white Robe of bis grace of Sanii- 
fication, Rev. 5. 11. Thou chat art in the fleſh, 
that is, untenewed, unſanctified, canſt not pleaſe God, 
Rom. 8. 8. Never think to make up the matter by 
a little mending and — particular Acts: 
Man thy beart muſt be renewed, thy ſtate muſt be 
clean altered or God cannot be pleaſed, Matth. 7. 
16, 17, 18. The Tree muſt be made good; the 
Fountain muſt be healed, or elſe the Stream will 
be ſalt and the Fruit ſowr. If Chriſt be once 
formed in thee, that is, his image in his e: 


Likeneſs is the ground of Love: Similitude and 


itableneſs of nature, is the loadſtone of Affection. 
od cannot but love his own likeneſs, would 
thou have his Favour ? wouldſt thou be his De- 
light ? then conform to his pleafure, ſtudy to be 
ike him, purifie thy ſelf as he is pure. The righ- 


icons Lord loveth righteouſneſs: he defireth 
. ä  B 2 truth 


20 | Caſes of Conſcience, 
truth in the inward parts, and u infmite com- 
placency in the grac's fh . Theſe are the 
Spikenard and the SHH th- ©pices, the Beds of 
Lillics 3 the ſweet Oynt ment t Chriſt is fo ta- 
ken up with: Theſe ate = Cnamon and the 
Trees of Frankiacenſc 5 the Clans and the 
Camphire z the Myirhe and the Aloes : the Chains 
of the neck, and the precious P. arls that he is fo 
raviſhed withall, and doth fo ſuperlatively com- 
mend, Cant. 4. 9. This is the Rayment of Needle- 
work, and Gold of Oph'r, wherein the Queen is 
ſented to her Roysl Husband, Pſal. 45. 9, 13. 
herefore as the El.& o God holy and beloved, 
Col. 5. 12, 13. Put yc on bowels of mercy, kindneſt. 
put off all »beſe, auger, wrath, malice, filthy commu- 
nication, and put on the new Man, Col.3.9.10. Par- 
ticularly, let me commend to you ſome (| 
cial graces which God doth manifeſt himſelf to be 
wonderfully pleaſed withall. As ever you would 
pleaſe God get on theſe : 

I. Be clothed with Humility, 1 Pet. 5. 5. This 
is a Garment which muſt be put on, or elſe you 
cannot be accepted or ſaved, Matth. 18.3. Here is 
the dreſs that you mult come to God in. He muſt 
be ſcrved in bumility of mind, Atts 20. 14. You 
muſt humble your ſelves to walk with him, Mich. 
6.8. Humility is a plain, but yet a comely gar- 
ment. This grace doth eminently honour God; 
and therefor: God doth put a peculiar honour 
upon, and maniteſt a moſt ſpecial delight in this. 
Ot all the men in the world this is the man that 
God wilblock unto z even he that is poor and of 
2 contrite (pirit that trembleth at his Word, Iſa.66. 
2. Though he bethc high and lofty One, who 
whabitcth Eternity, whole Name is Holv, (from 

whence 
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whence the trembling, ſoul is ready to conclude, 
that ſurely ſuch a feartul Majeſty cannot but de- 
ſpiſe him ſuch fin hating purity cannot but ab- 
hor him; yet he will lay (Ta. 47. 15.) aſite 
his Majeſty and bear with mans impurity, and 
condeſcend to moſt familiar and conſtant commu- 
nion and cohabitation with h's poor duſt, when 
contrite at his feet, and proſtrate in humility. If 
thou wouldſt be accepted of God, come as Benha- 
dads ſervants to the King of Iſrael with a rope 
about thy neck, and aſhcs on thy head, 1 Xing. 20. 
32. think meanly of thy felf, and God will ho- 
nour thee, 1 Sam. 2. 30. Put thy ſelt in the low- 
eſt room, and God will (ct thee higher. Be lit- 
tle in thine own cycs, and thou ſhait be high in 
his. Aproud heart and a proud look is with God 
the firſt-born of abomination. As ever thou 
wouldſt have God well-plcaſcd with thee, be 
throughly diſpleaſed with thy ſelf; It thou doſt 
throughly loath thy ſelt. God doth love thee : It 
thou abhorreſt thy ſcit, God delighteth in thee. 
Be angry with thy ſclt, and the Almighty will 
turn away his anger from thee : Conderan thy ſelt 
and God will acquit thee, In no wife extenuate 
thy ſins, nor juſtifie thy felt. Think the worfe of 
thy ſelf, and be willing that others ſhould think 
meanly of thee, and heartily love them that ſlight 
thee. This is the frame in which God & well- 
pleaſed ; pals ſentence on thy ſelf, and Gad will 
abſolve thee ; Ser thy (elf at his ſoot - tool, and. 
he will lift thee up into the Throne, Rev. 2. 

II. Labour for ſiucerity: This is got a diſtinct grace 
from the rett ; yet tor Doctrines ſake I {peak to it 
diſtinctiy. Uprightneſs is the great thing that 
God looks after, and cov-nants tor, Gen. 17. * 

B 3 t 
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It reriders all our perſons and (performances ac- 

ceptable before God, Prov. 15. 8. Such as are up- 

right in the way are Gods delight, Prov. 11. 20. 

To theſe are all the promiſes ot peace, Salvation, 

Pardon, preſervation, Bleſſedneſs, Pſal. $7. 10. In 

A word, chere is no good thing God will with-bold 

from them ibat walk wprightly,Prov.28.10. This was 

na rag that be was wright in bis genera- 

tim: This was that ſet off Fob at ſuch a rate that 

God doth fo extol him ſor, and as it were make 

his boaſt of him, the fingular ſincerity and inte- 

grity of his heart. Study to be upright : Sce that 

the main bent of your hearts be to pleaſe God, and 

honour him: That Gods intereſt be uppermoſt 

with you > That he hath the chicf ſhare in you, 

and the cye of the ſoul be principally to him; for 

in this 22 doth conſiſt, as to your main 

ſlate. Let your great care be of your hearts: 

Here is a Chriſtians great work. The Lord ſeeth 

not as man ſceth; tor man looketh on the out- 

ward appearance, but the Lord looketh to the 

heart: ſee therefore that thou look to it: Let thine 

cye be chiefly there where Gods cye is: He look- 

eth not ſo much what thou doſt as with what a 

heart: Go then and do likewiſe : yet be not ſa- 

tisfied in this that ycu arc upright as to your 

ſiates, but labour to approve your ſelves in up- 

rightneſs to God in your particular actions: Do 

common as well as ſpiritual actions with holy 

ends: Much of our lives are loſt for want of this: 

So muchas is done for God, of his ſtrange grace 

2 he accounts himſelf cur debtcur. But what i- 

52 done tor no higher end then ſelf, is loſt from our 

account. 5 

& III. Pat on a ffiritarf xcal and afijrity. How 

won- 
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worderfully is pleaſed with Phineas zeal, 
Numb. 25, 11, 12, 13; What a app robation 
doth he manifeſt ot him? What an atteſtation 
doth he give to him? he is ſo greatly pleaſed with 
his zealous appearance for him, that he turns a- 
way his diſpleaſure from the whole congregation 
of Iſrael, and overlooks their crimſon provocati- 
ons againſt him. On the contrary, there is no- 
thing that God is more diſpleaſed with then the 
— lileleſsneſs, and indiſſerency in Reli- 
ion. The luke- warm water is not a greater of- 
— to the ſtomach, then the luke- warm Profel- 
ſour is to God 3 and therefore he will ſpue ſuch a 
one out of his mouth, Rev. 3. 5. Chriſtans, where 
is your cal tor the Lord ot Hoff? Chrilts- redee- 
med mult be zealous of good works: Tit. 2. 14. 
not ſlothful in buſineſs but fervent in ſpirit{erving 
the Lord, Atis 18. 25. Rom. 12. 11. Atis 26.67. 
inltantly night and day for the hope ot the pro- 
mile : do not only that which is right in the Ede 
of the Lord, but do it with il your heart: 
The Lord loveth a willing ſervant: Beſlir your 
ſelves for the Lord. Be ye followers of Chrift 
who went up and down 72 004d. © Every 
Chriſtian ſhould be a co ltethng. A pub- 
like good. This is to be the children ef your Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven, who is good unto all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his works: And 
be ſure the Father doth beſt love that child that is 
moſt like him: A private narrow ſpirit is a low 
and a baſe ſpirit ; unworthy of a Chriſtian. A 
Catholick communicative ſpirit, full of great de- 
ſires, — — deſignes. A large heart, ſet upon 
doing good, whole fire though ever hotteſt within, 
will be breaking forth of his breaf and provoking, 
B 4 others: 


2 121 ; of e 


e will not be confined to a party; 
bar a 1 thankfully owneth Chriſt wherc- 
c ſees him. This Carbolick Pirie, 1 4 
—* glory of Religion the Churches bleſſ ing, and 


delight. 


IV. Live by faith, Hcb. 10. 38. This is a pre- 
7. lech Gods account, 2 Pet. 1. 1, 1 Pet. 1. 
7. It giveth glory to God; and theretore God 
taketh no ſmall pleaſurc in it. By faich Exoch ob- 
tains that teſtimony that he pleaſed God, Rom. 4- 
20. Heb. 11.5. 2 Cor. 4.18, Heb. 11.39. Matth. 
$. 10. If you would fo walk as to plcaſe 
God, you muſt walk by faith. Chritlians 
muſt look to the things unſcen; they muſt not 
Iive at the common rate: Chriſt mult be their 
life and breath, their prayers and their piomiſes, 
their dayly bread. By faith did the Elders ob- 
tain that good report: *twas Faith that Chrilt 
was ſo greatly taken with in the Centurion, hich 
made him to commend him for a nonc · ſuch. 
This was that which won ſuch a ſingular praiſe 
and approbation from our Saviour to the woman 
of Canaan, even her victorious faith, Matth. 15. 
28. Thou halt taken away my heart, iy Siſter, 
muy Spoulc, thou haft taken away my heart with 
one ot thine eyes, Cant. 4. 9. that is, with thy 
faith. Live in the power ot faith, * thou wilt 
leaſe him to the heart: Give glory to bim by 
lieving. Let the lite thou now liveſt in the 
fleſh be by faith of the Son of God. 
Live by taith in proſperity, though thou haſt 
the world put thee, Jet it not be above 
thee: Kecp it at thy fect; uſe it as thy ſervant; 


Ec uch in the views of glory, and contemplatiun 
of 
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of EtHnity: Bay 45 though thou poſſeſi got, re- 
joyce as though xcjoycedſt not, love ast 

thou lovedſt nut, uſe this world as not abuſing it, 
it is but a faſhion not a ſubſtance, and that which 
it is paſſeth away, 1 Cor. 7. 30, 31. Uſe it there- 
fore with — vÞ affections, and prove the ſin- 
cerity of your faith by the victory over your in- 
ordinate content and delight in, and deſires after, 


and cares for the things of this world, 1 Jahn 


5.4 
Live by faith in adverſity : Weep as though 
you wep: not 3 enduring the croſs and deſpiſing 
the ſhame, as looking unto Jeſus, Heb. 12.2. Heb. 
11.26. accounting Cha re proaches your riches, 
his ſhame your glory, 4d, 5. 41. Compare theſe 
light afflictions with the weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 
17. Rom. 8. 18. Ply nr with the Pro- 
miſcs. Count if you can the riches that are laid 
up in them. Roll your ſclves upon the Lord, 
Pſal. 37. 5, and know that your heavenly Father 
hath no greater delight, then to ſee his Children 
truſt him with confidence, when all viſible helps 
% out of ſight, and he ſcems to be their enemy, 
ob 13. 15. 

V. Put on the ornament of 2 meek, and quiet fpiris, 
this is in the ſight of God of great price. 1 Pet. 3. 4. 
Study to be like your Father, flow to anger, 
ready to forgive, Pſal. 130. 1. 8. forgetting inju- 
ries, loving enemies, requiting ill-will with kind- 
nels, ill words with courtcfics, neglects with be- 
nefits ; and if any wrong you, do him a kindneſs 
the ſooner ; ſo ſhall you bear his likeneſs and be 
his delight. And know ye that are of unmorti- 
hed patlions and unbridled tongues God hath an 
eſpecial hatred and diſpleaſure againſt, a * 

art 


26. cet of Canſcience, 

beart and a froward tongue, Prov. 3-32, 11,20. 1.12, 
. 12. Oh ſeck neſs : How can the ho 
Dove reſt in a wrathful heart. Chrift isa Lam 
of meekneſs: how can he take pleaſure in an un- 
quiet contentious ſpirit ; Verily with the froward 
he will ſhew himſelf froward, Pſal. 18. 26. If 
you will not forgive others he will not forgive 
You. Art thou hard to be pleaſed, a froward wife, 
a fxoward maſter, a croſs and willful ſervant? 
furdly God will not be pleaſed with thee ; he will 
mete-to you as you meaſure to others, Matth. 
16. 24- 

VI. Get à irt of ſelfdenyal. God is then 
pleaſed beſt when ſelf is diſpleaſed moſt : When 
we can be content to be emptied, content to be a- 
baſcd, that God may be honoured 3 and with the 
Holy Baptiſt, are wiling to be eclipſed by Chriſt ; 
willing to decreaſe that he may increaſe : counting 
our ſelves no loſers whilſt his intereſt is a gainer ; 

John 3. 29, 30. rejoycing that we are made low 
tor Chriſts advancement ; This is well-pleafin 
vato God : How greatly was he pleaſed with 
Solomon's (clt-denying choice, and gives him his 
asking, throwing in riches, and honours into the 
bargain ? 1 Kings 3. 10,11, 12. Strange was 4- 
brabam's felt-denyal. What! to ſacrifice with his 
own hand, the whole hope of his Family! the 
Heir of Promiſe ! the Child of his Years! a Son! 
an only Son! when his life was bound up in the 
| Lads life! Was ever mortal thus put to it? But 
\Abrabam (hall not be a loſer. God gives him a 
_ teſtimony from Heaven: bleſſes him, bleſſes his 
Seed: bleſſcs all Nations in him, Gen. 22. 15, 16, 
17, 18, Wonderful was Moſes bis ſelf-denyal ; 
but more wondecful was his acceptation and — 
ward, 
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ward, Heb. rt, 24. none like Moſes, Dex. 34. 10. 
God preferred him in another manner then ha- 
rah cbuld. He muſt ſpeak with him face to face 
28 4 man with his friend: His word ſhall be as it 
were a Law with God : for whom he will, 
they ſhal be ſpared though they ſeemed to be devo- 
ted to de ſtruction. But fpeak againſt him who durft, . 
he ſhall be ſure to bear his iniquity, Numb, 12. 8. 
Forget ſelf : Renounce thine own wiſdom ; thinc 
own worthineſs, thine own will; Bite in thy 
paſſions Curb thine appetite : Bridle thy tongue: 
This do and thou ſhalt be greatly accepted: and 
ſhale find that Gods favour will infinitely reward 
thee, for all the murmuring oppoſitions and diſ- 
contents of thy fieth, which will be ready to be 

impatient to have the reins held ſo hard. 

VII. Maintain & ſpirit of reſolution and conſtancy 

in the ways of Grd, Heb. 10. 38. This was the re- 
nown ot the three Worthies, Daa. 3. They feared 


not the fierceneſs of Nebuc haduex x arſ tage, nor the 


fire of the furnace: all the world could not make 
them bow: and how gloriouſly did God own 
them, and miraculouſly evidence his pleaſure in 
them: Stand your ground: Reſolve to live and 
die by ſubſtantial godlineſs ; clcave to the Lord 
with full purpeſ of heart: Let no difficulties 
make you change your ſtation, then ſhall you 
be an honour and a pleaſure to the God that 
made you. 

Well then, would you know what frame of 
heart is pleafing to God ? why this humble. fincere, 
zealous, ative, frame, this believing, meek, ſelf-deny- 
* reſolved frame; this is dels that is well 
pleaſing in the fight of God ? 

Secondly, A. 10 your performances, —— 


28 Caſes of Conſcience, 
that thoſe may pleaſe God, you mult heedfully 
look to theſe five things. | 

1. That they be done by the right Rule which is 
Gods Word ; You mult not follow the imaginati- 
ons of your own hearts, Numb. 15. 39. you muſt 
not do that which is right in your own eyes: In 
all ſacred actions you muſt have Gods command 
to warrant you: you may not offer to God of 
chat, of which you are not able to ſay, Tho requireſt 
theſe things at our hands, Iſa. 1. 12. In all civil 
actions you muſt have Gods allowance: Be ſure 
he will never accept that which his Word con- 
demns: under pains of Gods diſpleaſure, dare not 
to ſet your hands to what the Word forbids. 

2. That they be done to the right end, which is 
Gods glory: How damnably did the Phariſces 
erre ! How miſerably did Febx miſcarry ! and 
both in acts for the matter commanded, tor want 
of * at this end. 

. That they proceed from right Principles. (1.9) 
Faith, n is Enpollible to pleaſe 
God: Prayer will not avail except it be the prayer 
of Faith, Heb. 11. 6. We beleeve, and therefore 
we ſpeak. (2.) Love: It we ſhould give our 

to the poor, and bodies to the fire, and not 

m Love, it would profit us nothing. Where 
the ſliviſh fear of hell only, or of the laſhes of 
conſcience, or the love of mans praiſe, carries men 
to duties, or where any other carnal principle is 

edominant in the act, it cannot pleaſe God. (3. 

ear: we cannot ſerve God acceptably, without 
reverence and godly fear (not ſlzviſh tear. ] The 
Lord taketh pleaſure in them that fear him, in them 
that hope in his mercy. Ovlerve the happy mix- 


ture, where thele two are conjoyned 3 that is, a 
true 
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true filial fear and faith.Saith David. Iwill come into 
tby Houſe in the multitude of thy mercy ( Behold his 
faith) and in thy fear will 1 worth towards thy 
boly Temple (there is his Fear with faith) F. 
without fear were bold prefumption: Fear with» 
out. faith is ſinful deſpair : joyn them together and 
God is well pleaſed. * 

4. That they be done in a right manner : Prepa- 
redly,not rafhly and inconſiderately in the preſence 
of 2 dreadful a Majeſty : prudentiy, for lawful acts 
may be ſpoiled, and be dune unlawfully without 
conſideration had to the offence that may ( in fome 
caſes attend them) : yea holy Duties as well as 
common Actions may be turned into fins, by 
being ill timed, and for want of a due attends 
the preſent circumſtances : Holily, not raſhly, ut- 
tering any thing with our mouths before God; 
but behaving our ſelves as in his fight : Heartily, 
not feignedly : with our lips going, when our 
minds are gadding. 

5. That they be direded through the right means, 
that is, Jeſus Chriſt the only way to the Father : 
Bring all thy Sacrifices to the High Prieſt, offer all 
upon this Altar, elſe all is leſt: not that it is e- 
nough to ſay ( Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Amen) at the end ; but in every duty you muſt 
come with lively dependance on him for righte- 
ouſneſs and firength,for aſſiſlance and acceptance. 
Remember to do all in the name of the Lord Feſws : 
to come leaning upon his hand, without tpus all 
your ſervices will be tejected at laſt. 


* 
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CHAP. II. 


A third Caſe of Conſcience grounded 
upon the words ot our Saviour. 


ohn 8. 29. For I do alwayes thoſe thing! 
that pleaſe him. nd, 


Qu. = any man able in this life to come wp to the 
| Example of Chriſt in this, To do alwayes 
#boſe things that pleaſe God ? | 

Anſ.n regard there is none that doth good and 
finneth not, and God is not, nor can be pleaſed 
with fin, no not in his own people, but moſt of 
all hates it in them, it cannot be that any man in 
this lite ſhould fally come up to Chriſts Example 
in this: yet may we come ſo far on towards it, as 
that not only in our immediate addreſſes to God, 
but in the general courſe of our lives, we may 
come to pleaſe Gad. Thus Euch and Noab walked 
with God: i. e. in their general courſe they walked 
fo as to pleaſe Cod, and approve themſelves in his 
ſight. Thus the meaneſt of actions it done by us 
as unto the Lord, as the Servants of Chriſt, have a 
promiſe of acceptance and reward , Col. 3. 22, 
23,24. 

2. 11. How may we come in our meaſure to 
be tollowers of Chriſt in this, to do always thoſe 
things that pleaſe God? 

-Anſw, In order to this there is ſomething neceſſary 


with 
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with reference 1. To eur Perſons : 2. To our Prin- 
iples : 3. To our Pradlicet, with reference to our 
Perſons : and here it is neceſſary 1. That there 
be an alteration of aur natures by renewing grace: 
for they that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe Cod, 
Rom. 8. 8. 

Theſe wild Vines muſt needs bring forth ſcare 
grapes, Iſa. 5. 4. The fruit that they bear (how 
ipecious and fair ſoever to the eye) is evil fruit, 
Matth. 7. 17. Where there is not a good treaſure 
vl grace in the heart, a man cannot in his actions 
bring forth good things, Matth. 12. 36. 

Many exlightned ſinners think by reading, and 
pray ing; ſorſaking ſome conſcience-walting fins, 
to pacihe God, and ſet all right: Miſtaken fouls, 
let me undeceive you: you begin at the wrong 
end, your firſt and greateſt care mult be, to get 
your hearts and natures changed and renewed by the 
power of converting grace : you labour in vain at the 
ſtreams, while the fountain of corruption in the 
heart remains in its ſtrength. You muſt not 
think it is with you as it is with a ruinous houſe, 
where the mending of here and there a little will 
make up all again; no, but the old building muſt 
be quite took down, and the foundation ſſe ne laid 
anew, ina ſeund repentance from dead works, and 
through converſion unto God. Til] this be done you 
mult know that God hath uo pleaſure in you, nei- 
ther will accept an offering at your hand, Mal. 1. 
19. as he doth from thoſe that are his friends. 

2. That there be the Acceptation of yeur perſons 
through faith in Chrift Jeſus : For in Em alonc it 
is that God will be well pleaſcd, Matib. 3. laſt, fo 
that without faith, interelſing us in him, is is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God, Heb, 11, 6, g 

or 
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For the better underſtanding, both theſe Parti- 
culats, know that there are two Attributes of 
God to which you mult bear a conformity, or elſe 
you cannot pleaſe him. 

I. The bolinefi of God; for he is not a God that 
hath pleaſure in iniquity 3 He heareth not finners : 
The fooliſh (hall not ſtand in his fight 3 He hateth 
all the workers of iniquity, Pſal. 5. 4, 5. John 9. 
31. God can no more take pleaſure in the unſan- 
tied, then we in ſwine or ſerpents. 

2. The Fuſtice of God: for he will by no means 
clear the guilty, Exod. 34.7. Could we have in- 
herent holincſs in us in our unpardoned ſtare, yet 

juſtice could not but be infinitely offend:d while 
guilt lyeth unremoved : as you may (ce in Chriſt. 
For though he were perfetily holy, yet being under 
the guilt oi our fins imputed to him, the ſeverity 
of Gods juſtice broke out againſt him. 

Now man being naturally an offence both to 
the holineſf and juſtice of God, there mult of ne- 
cellity paſs upon him in order to his pleaſing God, 
this two-fold change. 

1. The real change of Sandification : I call this 
a real change, becauſe by this there is a real change 
inſuſing ot new qualitics and diſpoſitions, making 
him of proud humble, of carnal ſpiritual, and 
heavenly, &c. 

2. The relative change of Fuſtificaion: I call 
this a relative change, becauſe this is not a change 
in a mans nature, but in his condition, making him 
to ſtand in a new relation to the Law, with refe- 
rence to which he was before guilty and condem- 
ned: but now the Law pronounces the ſame man 
clear and acquitted ; and this is not for any righ- 
teouſncſs infuſed into him, but for the ſatisfatiion 
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and payment of another laid down for hit : Giri. 
faction there muſt be, and a muſt 
be tendered, or elſe God cannot be at peace. We 
have nothing to pay, « 42. Oh ſinner ! a- 
way to Chriſt tor it, Hide thee in the Clifts of 
that Rock; Run to the Fountain opened for fin 
and for uncleanneſs. Appear not before God but 
in the Robes of Chiriſts Righteouſneſs. He ſends 
you to Jeſus, as he did them to Fob, Chap. 42. 
the laſt. Goto my ſervant Job, be ſhall pray for you, 
him will I accept: Get out of your ſelves : fly to 
Chtift, labour to be found in lim; elſe all your 
endeavours in wrinfing and waſhing your ſelves 
will be to no effect. 

2, With reference to our Principlez. And here 
it is neceſſary that ſorhe corrupt principles be um 
learnt, and ſome holy principles be received and 
retained. | ; 

Some corrupt Principles muſt be unlearut. 3 As 
1. That it is enough if we ſerve God on the Lords day, 
aud me may ſerve our ſelves all the rift of the weeks 
Though God hath reſerved one day in ſeven 
wholly for his immediate ſcrvict, which is there- 
fore in a peculiar ſenſe called the Lords day, yet 
we muſt know that every day is his, and that 
he hath not allowed us one hour nor inch of 
time, but only for his ſervice. Indeed he hath 
ſervice of more ſorts then ane: but we muſt know 
that the buſineſs of our ordinary affairs, it rightly 
done, is a ſerving of the Lord Chriſt, Col. 3. 24. 
God is as truly Grved by you in the working days 
labour, as the Sabbath days reft, if you do it in a 
tight manner and to holy ends. 

There are a generation whoſe Religion is but 
4 Swndajs Religion, which they put on and off 
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with their Sundays Cloaths3 and then they think 
God is fairly ſerved for the weck: alth God 
knows; that little they do then, is but poor donc 
neither. Never think God will accep: it at thy 
hands when thou Iiveſt ſix days to the world and 
thy (elf, for ene that thou ſpendeſt for him. Tas 
ſhews thee to be under the unmortified power of 
ſaf-tove and not to be the Lords: for none of 
Lis, ſiveth to bimſelf, Rom. 14-7. You malt re- 
member that you are but to learn, upon the Sab- 
bath, how to ſerve God all the week, and not 
— when the Lords day is ended his work is 

one. 

2. That if God be ſerved morning and evening it 
# enough, though we ſerve our ſelvcs the ref of 
the day : God muſt be ſerved every day and all the 
day Prov. 23. 17. You mult be ſerving him not 
only in your Fafts , but at your Meals; not 
onely on your Knees, but in your Cal- 
ling,. | | 
Some think that if they keep up religions duties 
they may do what they liſt at other times: that if 
they be intemperate laſcivious, unrighteous, it is but 
to make cven again with God at night, and all will 
be well. Like the whore in the Proverbs,that having 
made her offering was preſently ready for new 
Wickedneſs, Prov. 7. 14. as it ſhe had paid off the 
bd ſcore, and might now boldly run upon a new. 
1 heſe are not the Children ot God, but of Be- 
tsl. | 
f Others think that though they may not ſerve 
the Devil at apy time, yet giving God his dues 
merning ard tociting they may ſerve themſelves the 
relt ot the im:. But in vain do they lay claim to 
God, who live more to themſelves then they do 
to 


4 ART CL x 


* 


N45 =-, 


2 


Fudicionſly Reſolved. 33 
to him. This will be found horrible ſacriledge to 
put off God but with the tenth.” God is to be 
eyed, and ſerved in all that you do; and this is 
that I drive at, that we may not divide our ſelves 
between God and the world 3 between his ſervice 
and our own ends, and fo put off him with a par- 
tial ſervice, but chat we may do all in obedience 
ta him, and we may be intirely the Lords. That 
he in all things may be glorified hy u, and we 
may not loſe our Reward. 

2. Some holy Principles muſt be received and 
retained. As 

Pr. 1, leafing of God is aur 222 
neſt, and oxr 2 Bleſſednefl, Firſt our only Bu- 


: what is it that we call or count our 


their A1 and aaf depends. Raden 


he pleofing of God : Do 
4 ee all: 


pleaſe him and you are made forever : if he be 
not pleaſed you are undone for ever. How careful 


vine what will gratific and pleaſe him, he — 
himſelf happy: ye why 7 but becauſe all his 
dependance is — — Princes favour: 
more do we depend _ favour of God. 
— man whom be — 65. 4. Is 
bis favonr is life, Plal. — * wo to them 
that have God againſt them: theſe. are perfect! 
miſerable : Reprobate ſilver ſhull men call them, be- 
_ the Lord bath rejected 2 Jer. 6, 30. If — 
Lo 
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Lord do but ſay to a man as he did to Moſes, Thow 
bat found grace in my fight, and I know thee by name, 
Happy is that many But it he thus ſay, I baue ns 
— {ns puts the 3 
may, t Hamany, 4 ; 
——— 
2. That is a Buſinefi which be bath bis Stock 
aud Talent fot : Wa Man be entruſted as a Stew- 
ard ox a Fatour bis Refeſs is to buy in the Com- 
modities that are uſctul. Beloved, all our Time, 
Parts, Intereſts, Food, Rayment, and whatever 
Mercies ſpiritual or temporal, are the Stock 
wharcwith Cod hath entruſted ns, and all for his 
own ule and ſervite: And is it not s ſad and feat 
ful caſc, that God ſhould have ſo great a Stock 
going, 45 lick inthe hands of all the Sons of Men, 
have, (if l may fo fo ſpeak ) fo little profit 
elt? Luan fo little glory by it: That he ſhould 
ſow: @ much and reap fo little ; firew fo much 
and gather ſa little / E ic not Gd chat men ſhould 
have lo much in'vain? Haft thou beakch or wealth, 
and doſt not uſe it: (ot Gl it is all in vain. 
Haſt thou unden landing, and yer improveſt it but 
— — — i 
" | n arc * 
came. in vain. i: Oh how wilt thou anſwer it, 
that aon ha had ſo great a ſtock in thine hands, 
and made ſo little unptovement of it ? It had been 
— — never had a foot of 
an hours cafe , it they had never had the 
unlexſtand ing of men, becaute they not u- 
ſed their Talents for God, and for the ends for 
which they were put into their hands. 
3 That ir a mans Buſmcfi which bis capacitits 
Mocallfot : It is-a mans R if in — 
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—— or of a Servant to do his 
Maſters will. Brethren, all your capacities do e- 


 viceave it to be your —————— 


are his Friends, you are his Stuam, 

mult pleaſe bim well iu all thingy, Titus 2. 9. His 
children, And therefore muſt ſet your felves to 
bonour bim, Malach. 1.6. his Spoſe, and there- 
fore it is your buſmeſ to pleaſe your Hnrband, 1 Cor. 
7 34+ | 

4. That is a mans Buſmeſt which be hath bis 
maintenance for: lf a man bemaintained in the place 
of a Schoolmaſter, it is his Buſineſs to teach: ibef 
a Sonldier, it is his Buſineſs to fight. Beloved, do 
you not know at whoſe finding you are ? And d 
you think God keeps fo many —_ 
or to mind their own defigns and pleafures ? a 
hath cut you out every one his work : every man 
his hands full : So much work is to be done within 
— — hangh — 
Cod, tow Neigbbour, tour your own 
ſelves : that — no time to be idle in. And 
you ſhall dearly reckon for it, it you will eat his 
Bread and will not do his work: And as pleaſing 
God is out chiefeſt Buſineſs , 

Secondly, So it is alſo our bighet FO ; 
For mans N- lies in Gods favour, Pal. 4.6. 
Our happineis is in attaining the end of onv being 3 
and therefore the great query amongſt the Philo- 
ſophers ſtill was, What was the end; o the bappi- 
eſs of man, Now the true end of our Being is, 
that we may pleaſe God : for his pleaſure we are m 
were created, Rev. 4. 11. And for this end alſo 
we were new created that we ſhould yield our 
ſelves unto God, Rom. 6. 13. and being built up 
a ſpiritual houſe, ſhould offer up to him fr a- 

, : 3 erafice 
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erifice acceptable through. Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2. 5. This 
is the end of our Redemption that we ſhould ſerve 
not oy ſelves but him, in holiueſ and righteonſneſſ all 
_ Fa lies, Luke 1. 75. And that we 
not beneeforth live to on ſelves hut to him that 
T 3m 5. 15+ "Tis the end likewiſe 
4 — that four — —— be- 
ing pur we ſhou ve the living 
— word, tis the — r Glorification, 
— tranſlated into Heaven we ſhould per- 
felily pleaſe God, and ſerve him night and day in hi: 
Temple, Rev. 7. 15. and 22. 3. So my legs 
of God is the whole end or whole J 
leſ. 12. 13. And this will be clear, 4 
We do then promote our ſelves moſt when we pleaſe 
God beft : For by this you (hall have ths two-told 
advantage. 
Firſt, Tow ſpall be the favourites of God. O glo- 
rious promotion Hamas thought himſeit no 
little man when he was Abaſuerns his right hand; 
and yet he was at length but preferred to the 
Gallows, Eſther 5. 11, and 7. 10. But what ſhall 
be done to the man whom God delights to ho- 
nour ? Oh bleſſed is that man ! wo to him that 
toucheth him: 'It had Been better for him that a mil- 
ſtone bad been hanged about his neck, and he drowned 
in the midjt of the ſea then that he ſhould offend 
ſuch a one, Lake 17.2. God is infinitely chary 
of his favorites. The apple of his eye is touched 
when they are injured, Zechariab 2, 8. Whoſoever 
towcheth them ſhall not be innocent, Plal. 107. 15. 
God hath a blelſing for thoſe that ſhew them a 
kindneſs, Gen. — 3. He will render hey ue 
upon the ungodly tor every berd feech they utter 
wn them, Jude 15. 1 
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O man dath not thy ſoul ſay, Happy is the pev- 
le that ir in ſuch a caſe : will not thy condition 
C moſt Bleſſed when God ſhall be thus infinitely 
tender of thee, to take all the kindneſſes done to 
thee as done to himſelf? Matth. 257 *45. and all 
the injurics done to thee as affronts to him- 
ſelt? Ads 9.4. This is the happy Caſe of his 
Favourites. 

Secondly, Every tbing you do ſhall be found wh: 
your account with God, Brethren, are you Belie- 
vers, or arc you not? Do you believe the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, and the Life to come, or do you 
not ? The ways of the moſt do declare them to be 
real Infidels, though profeſſed Chriſtiane, If you 
think there be an eternal State to come, will it not 
be your higheſt wiſdom to be providing for it, 
and laying up what poſhbly you can, that you 
may inherit it in the other world ? Will not every 
wile man that knows he is ſhortly to be removed 
into another Country be careful to tranſport all 
that he can, that he may enjoy it at his coming? 
Beloved, if you do believe indeed that you muſt 
be for ever in another world, will it not be your 
beſt courſe to be doing that, the fruit whereof you 
ſhall enjoy for ever # Were net he a mid man 
that having but a very ſhort term upon a Living, 
ſhould yet go to building and planting there 
when he had Land of Inheritance to build upon 
Infinite is the miſchief that comes of ſelf-ſceking 
and ſelf pleaſing: You are eternal loſcrs by it: 
God will ſay, you have ur reward, Matth. 6. 5. 
Something you may have in hand, but the eternal 
reward is loft, Brethren, I am ambitious for you, 
that what yon do, you ſhould do for ever: that 
all you do fhould meet you in the other world, and 
* C4 that 
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that there you ſhould reap the everlaſting ſruit of 
what you are a doing now. A wiſe Builder will 
build for ever, and not only that which ſhall laſt 
for a day or fora year. O that you would be 
wiſe Builders! Do all for God, and you ſhall 
have eternal advantage. Learn — this Leſſon, 
#0 ſet your ſelves in all things to pleaſe God, and you 
will — and advancing your ſelves in all 
that ever you do,always laying up a treaſure in hea- 
ven ſtill adding to the heap. And O what riches 
will you come to, when by every day, and every 
hour, and every action you are gainers ? For God 
will not let the leaſt thing that is done for him, 
no not a cup of cold water go without an ever- 
laſting reward, Marth. 10. 42. nor your labour be 
in vain, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 

Pr. 3. That when you have done all, if Gad be 
not pleaſed you bave done nothing, Settle it upon 
your hearts, That all is in vain that is not done for 
God : when you do not pleaſe God you do not 
profit your ſclves. When men offer never ſo 
richly, and frecly, if not in ſuch a manner as is 
pleaſing to Cod, all is hut a vain oblation, Iſa. 1. 13, 
If men will do more then ever God required, and 
be zealous in things that God bath not commanded, 
It is but in vaiu that they worſhip him, Matth. 15. g. 
Beloved, fo much time as you have lived to your 
ſelves you. have ſived in vain z becauſe it was quite 
beſides your end. Oit is a heart-cutting contide- 
ration to a nder Chriſtian to think of this; that 
when his lic is ſo ſhort, and time ſo little in all, 

et he mult be fain to cut off ſo. much ! why man, 
many hours mult thou cut off from thy daycs, 
ind ſo many years, from thy life, as ghou haſt lived 
nat to God but ta thy (elf ; They arc all loſt 2 
KEY the 
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the ends of life and time. It on 
* forgiven, thou art not rewarded for 
t . 

Beloved, You muſt count that you have lived 
no longer then you have lived anto God, Phil. 1. 2 . 
To me to live is Chrift. I ſhould account I did nat 


live, if 1 did not live to him: *Tis the only en- 


ployment of my life to ſerve him. I ſhould not 
tell what to do with my life unleſs it were to 
ſpend it for him. 

Chriſtian, Thus thou muſt reckon ; fo much 
time as I have lived to Chriſt, fo much have I 
lived; and ſo much as I have lived to my ſelf, ſo 
much I have loſt. Tis not the Max but the Beaft 
that lives, while we live below our reaſon , which 
diſtinguiſhes the bumane life from that of Bruits. 

ow while we live not to God, we live utterl 
below our reaſon it ſelf ; which is ſufficiently dif. 
covered in that God is the Author and End of 
Man. Doth not resſox dictate that God ſhould 
have the glory of his own work, and the Veſſel 


" ſhould be to the Potters uſe? Doth any 


a Vineyard, or keep a Flock and not the 
Fruit or the Milk? 1 Cor. 9. 7. God hath made 
thee, O man, for bimſelf, Prov. 16. 4. And haſt 
thou the face ot a man and doſt not bluſh at this, 
to think that God ſhould make and maintain thee 
in vain ? If thou haſt one grain of ingenuity thou 
wilt abhor the thought of this,thatthou ſhouldſt be 
in bam. Why, ſo much as thou art for thy (elf 
thou art for nothing. It may be thou liveſt a very 
bufie lite : but it thou acteſt not for God thou art 
all this while but butily doing nothing. Thou 
mayft fit down in the evening, and fay, I have 
been all this day doing nothing. Thou wilt find 
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4 blank in Gods Book for that day, nothing 
on thine account v on this fad record, ſuch a & 
ſpent and nothing done : God hath his Day-book 
and takey notice of all your carriages, how you 
riſe and how you go forth to your rs, how 
you ſpeak, how you eat, and whether you eye 
him and his glory jn all, or look no higher then 
your ſelves. Luke 5. 5. We have been toyling al 
night and caught nothing. May not this be the 
2 complaint of many a man? I have been toyl- 
ing all my life and yet I have done nothing; be- 
cauſe what I did was not done unto the Lord. 
How would you take it of your ſervants, if com- 
ing home in the evening, you ſhould find every 
one of them minding their own buſineſs, and 
— and your work left undone? Is it not, 
d, ſirs, that fo many hours and days ſhould paſs 
over us, and we no nearer our end then ever we 
were before? Your little Children are huſie from 
morning to night,and yet all the while have been 
doing nothing: And fo ate yon when you are but 
ſeeking your carnal ſelves, and not ſcrving and 
pleaſing God in what you undertake. 
Pr. 4. That the fauour all of the world can nothing 
ſtead you if God be not pleaſed with you, and by you. 
If there were any that could fave you from his 
wrath,you need not be ſo ſolicitous to pleaſe him: 
but if he be not pleaſed we are all undone. Tho, 
even thou art to be feared and who fhall ſtand when 
once thou art angry ? Plal. 76. 7. Wa. 43-13. When 
men have ſlight thoughts of Gods anger, and the 
fear and dread of him is not upon their hearts, no 
wonder if they be not careful to pleaſe bim: you 
muſt be convinced, that the difpleaſure of God is 
the molt tormidable thing in the world, or elſe 
| you 
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Judicloufly Reſolved. 43 
will never learn this great Leſſon: Beboved, 
if you ſhould men, and all the world ſhould 
be on your what would this avail while God 
is your enemy 7 If all men ſhould — and 
— 1-of a what would this pro —ͤ— 
God ſhould riſe up in t againſt you 
condemm you? It is 2 but Gods 
that you muſt ſtand: It is not at mens Votes that 
you muſt be caſt or quitted. It will not go by moſt 
voices, but God hicmſelt is the Judge, Pſal- 75. 7. 
In bis Breaſt it is whether you (hall live or die, If 
a man were upon a tryal for his life, what would 
it avail him that all his fellow priſoners, and the 
whole crowd about him were tor him, when the 
whole Bench and Jury were againſt him? If your 
Lives and Eſtates were in queſtion, to w 
would you go to make your friend ? the Fudge 
or the People / Sirs, be convinced that it God 
againſt you, tis as bad as if God and all the world 
were againſt you. For all ſignifies nothing with- 
out him. Oh, whatever you do, ſtudy to get in 
and keep in with him. I tell you, the time is 
coming when the breath of men will ſignifie no- 
thing: when their Commendation will do you 
no good. O man! though all the world ſhould 
give thee their hands, and ſubſcribe thy Certifi- 
cate,it would fignihe nothing in Gods account, or 
his Court. Many build their hopes for Heaven upon 
the good opinion that others have of them: But L 
tell thee man, though thou could(t carry Letters of 
commendation with thee when thou dieſt, and all 
the Minifters of the Goſpel ſhould give thee their 
Bene diſceſſit, all would be no more then a blank 
paper; and he would not fave thee a jor the ſoo- 
ner, if he ſhould find thee to have been but a ſe- 
: cret 
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4 Cuſer of Conſcience, 
cret hypocrice, a rotten-hearted Proſe ſſox all the 


Pr. 5. That God would not be pleaſed with you in 
any thing, 1 
him well in every thing. You will be one d 
ſhamed, except you have reßed to all Gods Conv 
mantments, Plal. 119. 6. you have not a good ca- 
ſerenee, except it be your care is «ll things to live 
boneftly, Heb. 13. 18, If Naaman muſt be excuſed 
in one bing, to bow in the houſe of Rimmon that he 
might not diſpleaſe his Maſter, this is enough to 
fpoil every ching, 2 Kings 5. 18, Some will 
needs keep Gods good will and the worlds too, 
and ſo will give both their turns; They will ſerve 
Godat home, and conform to the world abroad 3 
and it (hall be a great thing indeed that they will 
not ſwallow,rather then loſe the good will of men, 
eſpecially great men. Theſe men have two faces, 
and two tongues 3 the one for the good, and the 
other for the bad company that they come into. 
Some held two firſt principles, the one the com- 
mon Fountain of all good (which is God,) and 
the other the cauſe of all evil, and they worſhip» 
ped both the good principle for love, and the evil for 
Fear : Juſt ſuch a Religion ate matiy among us 
now of; But let them know whoever they arc, 
that while they graſp all, they loſc all: For God 
will never own time-ſervers, nor ten- pleaſers 
for; the Servants of Chriſt, Epbeſ. G. 6. Got. 
1. 10. ' 
3+ Mu reference to your pratticer. And here as 
ever you tlefire to come up to this bleſſed life of 
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in the duties that they owe to the ſdulvof their a- 
mier; Or they complain and mourn over their 
own fins, but lay not'to heart others fins: Tr_ 


be they are more punctual in their tnore immedt- 
ate duties towerds God, but are very negligent 
in their duties towards men; or they wi 
much time ſot their fouls, but do lirtle lay to 
heart the eaſe of the Church, and the miſery 
riſhieg ſouls that arc round about thern. 
they keep the Sab ſtrictiy, and pray, and hear, 
and fear — 2 hee promiſe, — wt 
conlcience ing t Th 5 
ſty and uncharitable cerſwres ; ſpending time 8 
"unprofitable in their diſcaurſe, Claſt 
to godly uſes; ſuffering fin to go u d; 
letting out their paſſores at every petty + Ma- 
ny wil mind their duty to them that are within, 
and in the mean time are very ſhort in their duties 
to them that are without. "This is too common, 
2 caſt; Where is the Chriſtian almoſt that ſeri- 
ouſly bethinks himfelt, what might I do to win 
ſouls? It may be yon will go into the com- 
pany of the godly, where you may be edifticd, bur 
do you go to your poor neighbours, hom 
you ſee to live in a ſinſul ſtate, and tell him of his 
danger, and labour to gain him unto Chriſt ? yea, 


io 


Coſer Cenſcienae, 
much is this great duty neglected, and out of 
faſhion chat, 1 num: afraid many gueftion he- 
ther it be a den or bo. As if you might let fin lie 
upom the ſoul of your Brother and yet be in- 
nocent, Levit. 19. 17. If it were but his Oxe or 
his Als that lay ready to periſh, you would make 
no queſtion bnt it were your duty to help him out” 
ofthe ditch : And do you think in earneſt, that 
you owe more to theſe, then you do to his ſoul ? 
Fe it to Mangters only, or to all Believers that Scri- 
pture belongs, Prov. 113. 30. The fruit of "the 
righteows is a tree of life, and be — on 
ir wiſe / Surely the lives of too many Chriſtians 
do ſpeak the ſame language that Cain ſpake with 
his mouth, 4m I Brotbers keeper ? Gen. 4. 9. 
"Tis true, God will have you keep every one with- 
in the bounds of. your proper (tations, but ſo ag 
to take occaſions, yea to ſeck occaſions as you are. 
able to be doing good to others. © Do you not 
know how to get within ybur poor nei ? 
| an alms with you, do him à kindneſs, ob- 
lige him by your courteous, and winning caxri- 
Then I ſhall look to fee the Kingdom, of 


proleſſeth godlines, (hall _ | — 
e Skirt of his neighbour. 3 (ce your 
05. Do not thinł it to keep your own 
Vineyard: Let your Friends and Neighbours 
have no quiet for you, till you ſee them ſetting in 
carneſt to ſeck after Heaven. Oh if you 
might bring in but every one bis may to Chriſt, 
what a bleſſed thing were this! I loſe my ſelf in 
this Argument, but Iamtontent to do fo, this 
duty being ſo miſcrably d, 
Too many live as if Religion lay all in proying 
| an 
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Judicionſy Reſolved, ” 47 
bearing boly canference, and. the like forget - 
Cog chat mans Ro gion and nndefiled 15 161 — 
the F and the Widow in. their afflidiion, Ja 
I. 27. other ſhould be ſo done, as that this 
ſhould not be left undone. You make conlcieace 
of being juſt and true, and fajthfu] 3 but de u 
not to win upon othets by your kindneſs 
and zs il it were not written in your 
Bibles 3 be pitiful, be caurteou, having compaſſion one 
of anather, 1 12 8. Say not, It is not my, na- 
ture; What doth grace ſerve for, but to correct 
the evils of your temper? Is not ours a Religion 
of (elf-denyal ? Do not the Rules of our Religion 
enjoyn us, to be followers of whatſoever is loyely, 
and of report, and may render Religion ami- 
able to the world ? Phil. 4.8, Va 
Rule 2: Uſe a wiſe forecaſt, that every duty may 
fall in in its time and order and every work mayibave 
it room. It is not cnough to do Gods work, hut 
ut pave N in me order. 8 it {elf 
j neceſſary, ma illt as to 
— a fin. It bade to tell your Brother of 
his ſin ; but ta rip it up in your paſſion, or to be 
retorting upon him when he is chriſtianly admo- 
niſhing yau is 2 fin. Your worldly buſineſs mus 
not (hut out 2 nor religious Dutics, take 
you fo up, as to neglect your exllings. But every 
duty muſt have its place. But for the doing all 
in Gods order, Take theſe Five Diredions- 
Direct. 1. Begin at home in provoking to 
good ; Why ſhould God plead with you ? Thos 
that te acheſt another teacbeſt thou not thy ſelf ? Rom. 
2. 21. Be an example of thing own rule, elſe the 
hypocrites charge will come in againſt thee. Mat. 
23. 4+, Thiy bind bey burdens , bus will ** 
touc 


cg Conſcience, 
tavch them with one of their fingerr. Obſerve Gods 
order, Dem. 6. 6, 7. Thefe words which Feommand 
thee ſhall be in thine heart. That muft be our fir 
care.” And then having got our Leſſon well our 
ſelves, we muſt then Teach it to others : And thou 
Halt teach them dilig patty roy hy children, and tell 
2 t leatt if thou haſt not al- 
ready attained it, be fare to learn with the firſt; 
and thou prefleft a duty, intend ti (elf fixſt, 
and fpeak moſt to thine own heart. 

2. In reproving evil: Otherwiſe thou wilt be 
branded for an h IE Pi off 
. ira We may not think 

t we 


48 


25 many do miſtak muſt not reprove 
ale by of the fame fin. But 
we muſt in ſuch a c * 


at our ſelyes. Be auc with chy ſelt, and 
hy evere to 8 yore” any others. 
18 c to ſce t * of "fe 

ſours to others, and 4 — thy ar of 
own corru tient ; 
Reader, mer ge this An. A 
Direct. 2. Let God be firft ſerved. Let God 
have the firſt of thy tbougbit, che firſt of the day, 
the firſt of thy Frength: How heavily is God dit- 
pleaſed with the — Priefts, becauſe they 
will ſerve themſelves firft with the $actitices before 
him, 1 Sam. 2. 15, 16, And it is the holy Coun- 
ſc] chat one gives: Hold the door of thy heart faſt a- 
7 the world in the morning, till thy heart bath 
firſt in Heaven, and ſeaſoned and fortified from 
thence. againſt the Temptations that thou art Fike to 
"ret With afſvou as thou comeſt down below.Tndeed all 
Intiſt de dane as Gods ſervice : bur fo as that his 
immediate ſervice muſt be done firſts It is _ 
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ounſel of ſeveral Heathens,That all onr undertaly- 
er Saith Aratns, Lee 
os with Gord : And the very Mabumttons be- 
gin ir Books alwaycs as inen do ufc to do their 
— 2 the Name of God. — 
irekt. 3. Firſt cleanſe the infide. Matth. 23.26. 
Cleanſe firſt that which is within the Cup. 
they are much out that live as if all their work 
= 2 * door, yet remember ut it lies 
iefly here. Its a moſt prepoſterous counle in reli- 
ion to begin firſt with the out-lide. Jer. 4. 14. O+ 
erwſulem thine he art! when once this is done, 
reformation will ſoon follow itt the life, but not 
otherwiſe. Many are carcful that all that 
to men ſhould be beautiful, but their hearts are veg» 
lected : Theſe catry upon them the marks of 
the hypocrite, Marth. 23. 27, 28. And what will 
it proſit thee, O vain man, to have all kept ſecret 
. 
a a day 'w will ri 
thy pack, and anatomire thy heart, r 
world, 1 Cor. 4. J. Eeeleſ: 12. 14. — 
Direct. 4. thoſe duties that are 
— *. = 1 Thek pocrite is very 
punctual in leſſer matters, but neglects tha weigh- 
tieſt things of the Law, Judgment, and Mercy, 
and Faith: He is for a religion that will ent bim 
liule: and therefore words being good cheap, he 
will be as forward in talk as any mighty zealous 
in the circumſtantials of Religion, and marvellous 
tenſerioui of others that come not up to his mind, 
as men of wide principler and Large conſciences : 
But in the mean time, he is very n<gligent in ſo- 
cret duties, 4 great ſtranger to ſelf-dexyal, and 
rlkjng humbly with Cd. - ftrgins wonderfully 
a 


30 Caſes of Conſcience, 
t 4 Ceremony but it may be he can ſwallow the 
gain urig beton ſueſd or the baits of internperance 
aft enough : It may be he will decry Superſtition, 
and never wants a ſtone to fling gh 6 = 
Church-man : But in the mean time walks fag 
in his Family, makes little confcience of his deal- 
1 or will take up his Caps as freely as another 
lo he be not drunk: Or if he will not take a 
of his neighbours eſtate, he is moſt unmerciſul to 
his good name, and will take up any report thut i 
ans — you maſt make conſcience of thi 
leaſt fit, and of the leaſt duty. But it is a fearful 
fign when tnen arc zealous againſt Jeſſer ſors, and 
yet comme at greater (as theſe are, Matth. 23. 
24. 
Direct. 5. Take the — ty when Goll 
gives fit ſeafon for any duty: Let not Satan begute 
you, by telling you ot another ot a better time. It 
may thou haſt a purpoſe to reprove thy 
brother for his ſin, but bow loo wilt thou be a 
Ptrrpeſing, No God: gives thee an oppontuity, it 
may be thy bachward heart fairh, norwom, but a> 
Wether time. And ſoit is put aff, till he or thy ſelf 
are removed, or he is hat or at leaſt thou ant 
guilty of the fin that he commits in the mean 
while: becauſe thou haſt not dowe-thy day to pre» 
vent it. It is in thine heart to deal with thine un- 
converted friend or neighbour about his ſpiritual 
ellate, but it may be while thou ar: delaying, death 
comes and ſnatches him away in his fins, or takes 
thet off, and ſo-farewel for ever to any opportu» 
, nity far doing the ſoul of thy Brother any good. 
How often are our cloſet-dutics hindred, or tuiſe- 
rably diflutbed for want of care to lay hold on the 
tui opportunity ? we think another hour 1 
ay 
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Tudiriouſly Reſolved. 51 
day may do as well i but then one thing or ano- 
ther unexpectedly falls in, that nothing is done, 
or nothing to purpoſe; Therefore beware of this 
cheat. A man can ſcarce peep into the world but 
one btier and thorn or another will catch him. 
Therefore take opportunity by the fore-top. Ox 
Saviour would take his ſtaſis for prayer be- 
fore day, when his other work was prelling, 


> „ HEHE 
Raule 3, Do nothing of things Sacred without Codi 
ound; nothing 1n things Civil without Gods al- 
lowance + Offer not with firange fire. In Gods 
wotthip you mult ſee you be well able to anſwer 
— Who bath required theſe things at your 
bands ? Here the command muſt be obſerved 
without adding or diminiſhing. Dent. 12. 32. yet 
underſtand this with two Cautions. 

1. Thowgh men may not ſtamp their invented Ce- 
vemonies with a moral ſignification, nor impoſe nor 
we dem, though with good intentions of edifying the 


people by deviſed means. Matth. 15. 9. AS it 
Sha. 


d not ſuffitiently provided tor the ediſy- 
ing of his e wichout theit devices: And 
t in be uſed as a fart of worſhip 
45 0 hath — Col. 2. 23. (for 1 
is enough to make any thing rejected by the Lo-d 
(of divine worſhip) it he ſhall ſay [ I commanded it 
not ſpoke it not, neitber came it into my mind. Jex. 7. 
31. and 19, 5. Vet nevertheleſs thoſe things that 
are meerly cireumſt untial, and arc in their general 
kind neceflary, and not intended as any pou or 
means of worſhip, may be determined of by bum me 
prodence according to the general Rules of the Vd, 
which muſt always be oblcrved, 1 Cor. 14- 26. 40. 
And fer want of underſtanding, many have 1gno- 

D 2 rantly 
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$2 Caſes of Conſcience, - 
rantly condemned preaching by an Hoxr-glaſs, in a 
bigh — in Churches, by way of wth and 
Vie, &c. running from one extream to ano- 
cr. | 
2. We may not think that Gods Ordinances 
remaining for ſubſtance his, may be forſaken, be- 
cauſe of — —-— — 
way of theiradminiſtratian. The adminiſtring of 
RE belongs not to the People, but to the 
Miniſter: And if be fail in bis duty by adminiftring 
them in a way that ir not fit, and is le edifying, 
it is my grief, but bis fin. Hophni and Phineas 
were corrupt in their lives, and brought in 
much corruption and rudeneſs into the ſervice of 
God: yet Elauabh and Hannab with others of the 
Godly, did nevertheleſs attend Gods Worſhip 
and 8 ary, 1 Jam. 1. 2. Much corruption 
was crept in both into the Doctrine and Worſhip, 
and Lives of the Adminiſtratours in the Church 
of the Jews : yet our Saviour (though he 
17" {till cried down the Corruptions, and would 
not joyn in them) never prohibited Commu» 
nion with them in Gods Worſhip, but cnjoyns it, 
Matth. 5. 24. Mark 1. 40. Lak 5. 14. pra- 
ctices it, both he, his Parents, and Apoſiles, 
Luke 2. 21, 22, 24, 39, 41, 42, 46. Als 21. 23, 
24, 26, 

But now in things Civil, it is ſufficient that 
you have the allowance of the Word, though not 
the command always provided that the general 
Rules be here obſerved, to do all to the glory of God, 
1 Cor. 10. 31. And not to abuſe our lawful liberty 
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to the offence of others, Roms, 14- 21, Now your 
actions being thus juſtifiable as to the mater c 
wm (wi heut which it is impoſlible, had you ne- 
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Judicionſiy Reſolved. 53 
ver ſo good intentions, to pledfe.God)) the influ- 
ence and vertue of boly into them will be 6 
eſſectual, as to turn all into religions Duties 3 as 
the touch of the Phileſophers Stone turns the 
baſer Mettal into Gold. 

Rule 4. In every allion let God be uppermoſt ; bye 
in religicess Attions let God be all. Let name of your 
actions terminate in your ſelves, but labour to be 
able in ſincerity to give this account ct any thing 
you ſet about, that this you do becauſe it is pleaſing 
mo God, becauſe this is his will concerning you. 
Set a mark _ this Caution. Beware in 
thoſe Actions wherein ſelf may bear a part, leſt 
it ſhould ſweep Stakes and carry all. You 
may in your common aflions have an eye to your 
outward commodity, and comfortable being in the 
world: but this muſt not be the cbief thing much 
leſs the all that yoy deſign herein: for by Jookin 
no higher then elf you — this double miſchief 
1. You loſe ſo much from your own account. 
2. You uſurp upon the great Prerogatives of God. 
Ws} I fear we are not aware of the fearful evil that is 
1, in ſelf-ſecking 3 It is no leſs then juſtling God be- 
Ia- | fide the Throne, and ſetting our ſelves in his room. 
It is Gods great P tive, and the proper 
23 [ Worſhip that is due to him as God, that he 
ſhould be the loft end of all the operations of ns 
bis Creatures, and that all our motions ſhould ter- 
4 minate in him. Now when we eye our own com- 
od, modity and not God 3 or look to this more then unto 

God, we arrogate the divine Prerogative to our 

TY} ſelves, and ſet our ſelves above him, which is no 
Pull lefs then haiaous Idolatry : And if it be ſuch a 
"| hainous fin to bow down to an Image, which is 
but the giving Gods unt ard worſhip to the Crea- 
D 3 ture, 
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$4 Caſes of Conſciense, 

ture, how much more to ſeek and honour: our 
ſelves before God? which is to give his iar 
worſhip, which ol all is the 1 to the Crea- 
ture. Oh how many that — or Chriſti» 
ans will be found heinous Idolaters ! becauſe they 
have ſought their own carnal ends more then God 
and his glory, And many real Chriſtians, though 
they mainly deſign God and his glory, yet in ma- 
ny particular actions contract great guilt by look» 
ing no higher then themſelves in what they do. I 
know you cannot be alwaycs thinking of God ; 
yet I would have you never to forget what you 
have been taught, In the entrance ot every ſolemn 
action to remember God and make him your end, 
Lie down in the Name of God every Evening: Go 
torth in his Natne cuery Morning, reſolving to un- 
dertake all for him. When you enter upon your 
Callings, fie down to your Meals, make any Jour- 
ncy, or viſit, do it as unto the Lord, with a de- 
lign to pleaſe him therein. This you may come to 
with care and watchfulneſs. 

Again, In religious atiions let God be all. Here 
ſelf (I mean carnal ſelf, ) muſt be ſhut out: other- 
wiſe this dead Flie will ſpoil the Box of moſt pre- 
cious Oyntment, *Tis true, ſelf will be crowding 
in, but you muſt knock it down carefully: other- 
wile if this be the pxedominant ingredient, all your 
duties will be but loſt labour. What more plea- 
fing to God then prayer? This is as itcenſe before 
him, P/al. 141, 2, what more dclightful then 
alms? This is a ſacrifice acceptable and well- 

leaſing unto him. Phil. 4- 18. How happy 2 

eliumony had Cornelius, Thy Prayers aud 12 
are come uf 45 (4 memarial before God ! Acts 
0 4 Yer when e eee in choſe 

| | | Putics; 


1 wt 


S £A 4a tw t ow E@K,z=  Dq 


6s aca IIA #FCExx es. TAU eo So. iS a. a i a6 a6 ac 2a a. 


Jadicioufly Reſolved, = 55 
Duties, Prayers, Alme, & c. all are leſt, Marth. 6, 
7. and 23. f. 

Rule 5. When you have dome all, he careful to deny 
all,Lukg 17. 10. not denying Gods mercy in inabling 
and athiting you: This muſt be with all chank- 
fulneſs obſerved : But attributing nothing to your 
ſclves, and giving God all the glory, Take the 
pattern of holy David, 1 Chron. 29. 14. Bus who 
am I, and what is my people, that we ſhauld offer ſo 
willingly? of thine own have we given thee.) And of 
Bleſſed Paul, 1 Cor. 15. 10. Not IL, but the grace of 
God which was with me. And of good Nehemiah, 
who when he had done molt eminent ſervice for 
God, flies at laſt to pardoning mercy,Nebe. 13. 22. 
Remember me, O God, — this alſo; and 
Pare me ing to the greatut b 

Rule 6. Do all in M5 Nomy 7 212 
Col. 3. 17. Having carefully ſet out for God in 
the morning, and directed your common actions 
to him as your end, throughout the day, doing all 
as in his light, and with a deſire to pleaſe him 
therein, bring all to Chriſt in the evening, and pre- 
ſent all unto God by him, contidently 
Gods acceptance and reward for all that you have 
done. For this he hath promiſed, be your acti- 
ons never ſo mean, becauſe they try 1 = 

ervice, Col. 3. 22, 23, 24. » 6, 6, 7, 8. I 
— neglect this — oſe bf. laſt : For God 
wilt accept of no Sacritice but from che hand of 
the Prieſt : and therefore you muſt look for no ac- 
ceptance with God, nor any reward from him, 
but only through Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2.5. Fobn 14-6. 
You muſt be ſure thereſore not only to e 2 
formal mention of Chriſis Name, but to build alt 
your hope ol ſueceſs only 3 and to come 


to 


6 cee, of Conſcience, 
to G OD with.an Atual and Lively dependance 


upon him : — 

Thus I have reſolved the Caſe propounded. I 
will but Anſwer an Objection, and briefly 
rr ſo con- 
clude. | 


Objefi. You bind heavy burdens : what mult 
we bc always in the traces? ſurcly this ſeverity 
of Religion is more then needs. | 

' Anſw. 1. Burden man ! why, it is thy Happi- 
neſs: If Holineſs and pleaſing God be a burden, 
Health is a burden; Heaven and Happineſs are 

Anſw. 2. This is no other burden then what 
God bimſelf hath bound upon your conſci- 
ences 3 Rom. 9. 20. Who art thou, O man, that re- 
plieſt againſt God Have I put upon you a deviled 
and unneceſſary ſtrictneſs? or bound that burden 
upon you which I will not touch with one of my 
fingers? 1 Cor. 9. 8. Say this 4 « man, of ſaith 
not the Law the ſame alſo ? l pray you whoſe word 
is this ? Be tho in the fer of the Lord all the day 
dong, Prov. 23-17. Do all to the glory of God,1 Cor. 
10. 31. He thy ſelf unto goal ine 1 Tim: 4. 7. 
What 2 — fe Saints 2 
practiced ? Phil. 3. 13, 14. One thing I do, ou 
cowards the mark, Pſal. 27. 4. One thing bave I de- 
fired of the Lord, that 1 will ſeth, after- And Fl. 
119,38. Thy ſervant that is devoted to thy fear. 
Gen. 5. 22. Enoch walked with God three hundred 
years. What is this but what the Scripture hath 
tarctold (hall be? Thry fall walk, up and down in 
the Name of the Lord, Tech. 10. 12. There ſhall be 
whon the Bell 5 of the Horſes, and every Pot in Ieruſa- 
km Holxiefi to the Lord, Zech. 12021. _ 
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hot againſt God, but up and be doing. It's an 
ill gn when the heart riſes agajnſ} the ſtrictueſa 
of the duty : you utterly miſtake in thinking this 
life of ſtrictneſs to be a — Who have joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory ? Who do know the 
peace that paſſeth all underſtanding, if not thoſe 
that do thus walk with God ? | 


Now, my Brethren, let me beſeech you to be 
the conſcientious Practitioners of this great Leſ- 
ſon. Study to do always thoſe things that are 
pleaſing unto God. Oh that I knew but how to 
engage you 3 that I could but get you to ſer theſe 
Rules before you all the days of your lives for your 
practice ! *Tis not — that you give the hear 
ing, and like the Preacher, and approve the Do- 
ctrine. But Sits, what will you do? Too many 
of my Hearers are like Ezekiel's, Chap. 33. 32. 
What ſay you Brethren, will you learn with me? 
O that 1 might lead you on to a through acquain- 
tance with the ſtrictneſs and power of Religion, 
and to that holy frame that will be Gods deli 
and your feljcity. Brethren, what ſeck I for ? 
knows this is my ambition, that I may but help 
you pn in the way of holineſs : I would not that 
you ſhould be ſuch bad Proficients, as to be always 
of the lower form, and to keep on meerly in a dull 
and barren courſe. My deſire for you is, that you 
thould not be Shrubs, but Cedars, of tall growth, 
choice Experience, ſingular Communion, walkin 
with God, ſhining to the conviction of the world. 
Will you let me but il with you in ſo good a 
Deſign? why you mourn at the laſt, and 
Dy, How hae I bated Infirullion, and my beart 
chi Reprecf L bave not obeyed the wice of my 

Ab | Teachers, 


58 Faſter of Conſeience, 

Teachers, nor jnelined my eur to them that inſtrucled 
me, Prov. 5. 11, 12, 13- That I may incite you 
ro _ holy courſe, — | | 

IL. It js wer ble : for , God @ ver! e 
ode ples uns like a froward Mates Gee 
cannot, that will not be pleaſed ; If you do but 
make it your ſtudy and your care to pleaſe him, and 
throughly ſet your hearts to it, your wilkng mind 
ſhall be accepted, 2 Cor. $. 12. And 

not go through with the work, will 

y, thou didſt well that it was in thine heart, 
2 Chron. 6.8, when the heart is ſet to pleaſe the 
Lord, and we do unfeignedly put to it, though 
there be very many failings, God will overlook 
them, 2 Chros. 30. 18, 19, 20. 

Secondly,God hath told you what will pleaſe him, 
and hath cut out your work to your hand. You 
need not fay, Wherewith ſhall we come before the 
Lord p be hath ſhemed yau what is good, and what 
be requireth of you, Micah 6. 6, 7, 8. You need not 
Gy, Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven to bring down the 
mind of God from Heaven? No, the word is nigh 

om. 10. 6,7, $. God hath fer before you in 

his Law as in a Table, on one fide the things that 
pleaſe, on the other, thoſe — him: oh 
that you may be found among that chooſe the 
things that pleaſe bim. Ia. 56. 4, 3. Otherwiſe 
— your Mafters will, and yet do it not, 
you will be found worthy of mry ftriper, Luke 

12. 47. 

Thirdly, God bath given particylar Ryler for the 


ring of all in that manner, that will 
Sing Hal God to qu only mbH mult 9 
and not hom it muff be done; you might have 
been at 3 loſs : but he hath preſcribed the very 


manner, 


mamer, how every thing muſt be done, that you 
night have full direction. Raw. 12. 8. 1 — Inc 
He hath ſhe wed _—_— you mult pray,and hear, 
and give alms ; you muſt carry it in all your 
relations: he hath told you not only how you 
muſt faſt, but how you mult cat, to wit, with 
watchfulnels, and temperance z not as thoſe who 
have nothing to do, but to fill their but 
with an eye ta his glory, as thoſe that are feedi 
and relieving the ſervants of Jeſus Chrift, 
hath ſhewed you, not only how you ſhould ret on 
the Lords Day, but how you muſt tollow your 
Calling qn the reſt, to wit, with diligence and dif- 
cretion, minding him as your end, as thoſe that 
— lexve 0 Lord — = hath toly you 

w you mutt n e your dealings, wit 
and charity, doi Fo very ſame to bes hd 
your conſciences tell you you would have them ig 
the like caſe to do unto you: how you muſt 
even as thoſe that know he compaſſeth your paib 
aud your lying down and how you muſt wake 3 to 
wit, fo 4 — y 7s _ bim. * 1 

Fourthly, th given you Pecial helps to thi 
end : Yon — 2 Cor. — and 
you have the Spirit of Chriſt, 1 Cor, 2. 12. Indeed 
they that are in the flaſh eam pleaſe Gad ; but you 
ere uot in the fleſh, but in the ffir, Rom. $. $, 9, 
You that are Believers have not the Law only in 
your Bibles, but in your hearts, Heb, 8, 10. 

II. It is very profitable: Glorious advantages 
ſhall yau bave bythis courſe. Firlt, this is the moſt 
ſpeedy and certain way to aſſurance ; for want of 
which many of you complain; but henceforth 

u mut complain no more; For either you will 

allow this courſe, and then you will have it: 
or 


T * 


” a to * 
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or you will ut, and then ceaſe your hypocritical 
ont, when it is through your own wilfal 
ience that you are without it. When once 
E. habituated to this courſe, and do find it to 
the chick of your care,and that which your if 


par joe or yrernr things eMe, to glorifie 
pleaſe God, five your elves in bis fight, 
you cannot want aſſurance, unleſs through your 
own i For this is the moſt u ed 
evidence in the world, that you are the children of 
God, whatever unallowed failings you may be 
ui! ty of. , 
Secondly, Hereby you ſhall be certain of God: gra- 
ions and favoxrable preſence always with you. See 
ee ent me is with me; for I do al- 
ways thoſe that pleaſe him. 

Thirdly, By this mean / you ſhall be always laying 
77 Treaſure in Heaven: Brethren, what are you for ? 

+ you men for Eternity, or are you for preſent 
things ? Is your deſign for Glory, Honour and Im- 
ny 1 — you ſor — in the other world? 
or il ſpirits, preferring your part in Paris 
Tae u Sor Fo Taft > fr yoa are for true 


n 
xiches, here is your way; By this you ſhall be daily 
and hourly encreaſing the ſtock of your own glory: 
my vehemency is bal that fruit may abound to 
your account ; that all you do might mett you in 
Heaven, and Chriſt may ſhew your good works 
another day, as the Widows did Dorcas her Gar- 
ments, Als 9. 3. 


, CHAP; 


Juddcionſly Reſolt 


"CHAP. III. 
A Foiirth Caſe of Conſcience; 


Hat wearineſs in, aui untdillingneſy to du> 
V ties may ſtand with grace, and what net 
For the telobving this, ſome Diſtinctioms aw 
be premiled , and then fome Concluſions eli- 

Diftind. This wearinefl and «willingneſs mult 
be diftingnifhed, 1. Aceording to the degrees of 
it, and 10 44 is either partial and eee hdr 

alent and plenary. 2. According to the ſabjeit 
L and ſo this —————— 
bers, or elſe of the mind : 3. According to the 

of it, and ſo it is either trauſem and 6 
cafional, or elſe ſetled and bebitual, 4. According 
to the ſenſe we have of it, and ſo it is either trarter 
of Allowance to us, or matter of annoyance, 5. M- 
——__ caxſe of it, and ſo it is cither from 
a fixed diſlike of the food, or elſe from an Accel 
iftemper of the ſſomach. 6. According to the 
eſfed / of it: for either it is vidorions and makes us 
give over duties, or elſe abhorred and repulſed by 
grace, the Chriſtian fill holding on in the way 
oft Duty. 

— 1, Where the wearineſs is oxly in the 
Members ( or at leaſt chiefly ) but there is till a wit- 
lingneſs ot the mind, this is no matter of queſlion- 
ing our Eſtates; here the 6 


„ d cake, 
does the body, and the appetite to duties continues 
in vigour, though there be a — 7 of the 
natural ſtrength, and wearineſs of the bodily org aui, 
this is not our ſin-but aſſſiction. But too com- 
monly the body hath fo*mactrinfluence upon the 
mind, and cauſeth a liſtleſneſs and fluggiſhne(s 
there, and makes it negligent in its oftxe : Yet 
when this doth col (rin the failing of the 
— with — and —_— — 
ſtom the diſtetnper oſ the parts, our molt picifal 
Father conliders our frame, — | we 
uro but duſt : and our merciſul High Prieſt that is 
— — wich che * —— ies is 
to frame our excuſe, that the fpiris ® willing 

Im ue feld it weak ; | 
a. Where our weerineff in and axwillingneff to 
duties, is only gradzal and partial, not | 
uni prevalent, it is not (afficient to conclude our 
ſelves graceleſs: White the twins are together in 
the womb, and two Nations within our bowels, 
there will be contraxy mclinations. The fleſh wit 
never ſay Amen, to 2 good motion as ſuch, but will 
be luſting againſt the — and will hang back 
hen the ſpirit puts forwards, and pull down 
when the ſpirit s upwards : So that while 
corruption remaineth, there will be always a d- 
fenting party, and continual confſicts: from 
whevice — is — there ſhould atiſe ſome 
wearmeſs: yet the Piriz is the prevailing intereſt, 
and though oſt titnes fagled, yet hath moſtly the 
maſtery in the combate, and carries it ag unſt the 
fleſh, though not without much rcliftance and 

reluctancy from the rebel opponent. 

3- Where this wearmeſi is only rraxſient during 
the preſent temptation or deſection, which aſſoon 
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233 the tired ſoul can get out of, it returns to its 
former temper and pleaſure in holy dutics, there 
is only matter of But when it is the 
ſented — — 


is matter of que our conditions. The 
holy Pſalmifi undder a diſſertion was even altnoſt 
waded co tze over with Religion > bug when 
is himſelf nothing is ſo {weert, nothing 6 lovely 
ere hie d che durker of holineſs. But 
for them who have in — 
and frame, u mind to duties, but art halled to 
them by conſcience, or engaged by compexy or cu- 
Hom, or the like , their caſe is feartul in that 
kneafure "that duty is unpleaſing and not 


vod 

4. Mhere tlus rurineſ of, and wntrillingeefs to 
Duties is panfu and grievens, 25 a ſore in the eye, 
18 a ſiekneis in the heart, the ſtate is good: But 
Where it is ul allowed, and tocets with lietik 
or nonefiftance, it is a black mark : for this argus 
ere but fleſh, chat there is no com trary 
A hart. For if there were, the 
pirit would at leaſt make oppoſition ; This was 
the very frame of thofe unſanctiſicd finners that 
counted the Sabbaths and Scrvice of God an un- 
profitable burden, a very wearineſs, a bondage not 
tobe born, Mat. 1. 13. A gracious heart when 
under- 4 a diflemper, as that Gods ſervice 
4 wearmneff, is even weary of himſelf: while 
is nrdenſome he is a burdento kimſclf : he can- 
bn himfelf, while in ſuch a trame wherein 
he canriot — — God : and it this be the Caſe our 

_ 75 —— hough the frame be bad. 
this wearineſs and wwwillingneſſ is, 
not Shan a rooted diſtike ol the food, but m—_ 
ent al 


the ite may and nauſcate the food 
—— 
he is well: and ſo it is here : Do you when you 
are your (elves, reliſh mote s in Gods ſer- 
vice then in your Meats and Drinks ? are no 
ſweets ſo delightful to you as fellowſhip and com- 
munion with Ged when you can attam to it in 
duties? Do you come away dilcontented becauſe 
you cannot meet with God ? Is the ground why 
your countenances fall, and your hearts be diſcou- 
eaged, becauſe you have (with them) toyled and 
ſpread the net, and have not ca what you 
wht for ; becauſe you have no anſwer not in · 
come from God ? If it be thus, it is "IIS 
hearts be ſet upon God, and that you the 
happineſs and comfort. of your lives in God, and 
your ſiate is ſafe -Otherwiſe when there 
* 2 to duties, and an habitnal diſs 
like _ contrariety- to them, the Caſe is 


6. Where our wearing and ali is 
ſuch as makes us to give er our duties, ſo as to 
hve in the ordinary ned of them, it is a fearful 
Ggn : but where notwithſtanding preſent diſcou- 
ragements, we hold on in the performance of 
dur duties, and a humble waiting upon God ſpr 
removal of our difficulties till we are fon 
better frame, this argues well. The Church her 
{elf may be greatly deſerted : bar then ſhe gives 
— duties, but feeks 12 , 

makes diligent enquiring, and will not be at 
teſi until he bath found him. But the hypocrite 
gives 
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gives up and will not wait upon the Lord any 

Not but that a deſerted foul, may un- 
der the violence of ternptations emit duties for a 
time But his condition this while is moſt pain- 
ful, reſtle and grievous to him, and be quickly 
returns. again, and never comes to live in a quiet, 
and ordinary cmillion of known duties. 

Concle.. 7. When our wearineft and ummiling- 
* ſuch as makes us fall an with the ſervice of 

riſt, and willing to eaſe our ſelves of his yoke, 
and to throw off his burden: This is 2 bad fign. 
But when we fall out with our ſelves 3 and juſtifie 
and approve Chriſts Ways and Service, it is 
well. Thus it was with Pan: he doth not 

| with the Law as too ſtrict, and too 

ſevere, nor think of breaking off his bonds, and 
taking his liberty but he pleads for the Law, 
and greatly approves it, and commends it, and 
condemns the backwardneſs of his own nature, 
Rom 7. 12, 25. When men are more willing to 
be rid of Chriſts burden, then of the diſtemper 
that makes it grievous, and caſt about for caſe, 
by widening their bonds, and not by bringing 
their minds to them, it is a woful diſcovery 
an — heart, And thus much for this 
Caſe, 
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Aralering Queſtions propounded to the 
UNCONVERTED: 


#:4 Counſels to the CONVERTED. 


at 1 may reach every Mans Caſe, I ſhall 
fpeak ſomething to the Unconverted, and 
ſomething to the Converted. 

For the Unconverted, there are theſe Six Que- 

Mont which 1 would adviſe them daily to put to 
their Souls. 
! Q._I. What eftate did my Sul come imo the world 
in Was it not in a ſtate of Death, Epbeſ. 2. 1. 
An eſtate of Wrath ? Verſe 3. Sirs, awake and 
berhink your ſelves where you are, and whither 
ybu are going. While you are in your natural 
unconverted unbelieving ſtate, all your fins are 
unpardoged, and the wrath of God abideth on 
you, Ad- 3. 19. Jobn 3. 36. Suppoſe you ſaw 
2-poor creature hanging over a burning, fiery fur- 
nace by nothing but a twinc-thred like to break 
every moment. would not your hearts ſhake for 
ſuch a one ? Sirs, it is your very caſe, you hang 
over the infernal burnings by nothing but the 
ſmall thred of your lives, which you know not 
but it may crack the next moment, and then 
where arc you? Is this a Cafe for you to go on 
mertily, and contentedly in ? 

QI. What condition is my ſoul now in / Am 
changed rd renewed by converſion, or am 1 
not? Speak Conſcience, ⁊ hach this man, this wo- 

man 
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man been ſoundly and ſavingly changed both in 
heart and life? where are your evidences? n yd 
ſhew the marks of the Lord Jeſus upon your ſouls? 
Let your conſcicnce anſwer; where was the 
place ? what was the, mcans ? when was 
the titne, that thy ſoul was throughly renewed ? 
At leaſt if you cannot ſhew the time, place, 
nor means, can you prove the thing? Can you 
fay with him | one thing I know, that whereas 
I was blind I now ſce.] Sirs, be not deceived, I 
tell you whatever you be, and whatever you do, 
nothing will avail you to ſalvation except you be 
$5 br I * * 
l n if I bend loſe my ſoul? 
What fair work ſbould I m of it then? This 
is very pollble, Matth. 16. 26. Yea it is the 
caſe of the moſt; There are but few, few of 
the children of men that do eſcape ſafe to Hea- 
ven, Matth, 7. 14. l of your dan- 
er, and fear leſt a promiile being left of entring 
into Refi, any of you ſhould at laſt come ſhort 
of it, Heb. 4. 1. Suppoſe a tan were to tta- 
vel t perilous Wood or Wilderness, 
having but one Jewel iu all the wotld, in whi 


his All was bound apy and ſhould fee OL 


ſtand on one hand and fotne on the other, and 
hear one company in this place and another in 
that, crying out under the hands of ſome cruel 
Robbers : in what fear would this Travellex 
leaſt he ſhould loſe this Jewel, and be Rob- 
bed of allat once ? Why thou art the man; This 
Traveller is thy ſelf; This Jewel is oe A 
This Wilderneſs ot Wood is this World thou 
art to Travel through. Swarms of fins, Le- 
gions of Devils, a whole non of — 
. 2 | 
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68 Caſer of Conſcience, - 
thelc are the Robbers that” lie in wait for thy 
Soul: and ifall that theſecan do can keep thee 
out of Heaven thou ſhalt never come there. Oh 
what if thy Pride, or worldlineſs, thy delays, 
5nd triflings in Religion, ſhould at laſt betray 
thy Soul into the R bands? Other loſſes 
may be repairedz But thy Soul being once loſt, 
God is loſt, Chritt is loſt, Heaven, all loſt for 
cvermore. 
N What do I do for my Soul? What 
have Ia Soul an immortal Soul to care for, and 
look no better aſter it, nor beſtow no more of 
my time, nor pains upon it, no more of my 
thoughts about it? When Axguftus the Empe- 
10ur faw the out-Landiſh Women carrying Apes, 
and ſuch kind of ſtrange Creatures in the- 
Streets in their Armes, he asked what ! have the 
Women in theſe Countries no children? So it may 
be faid of many among us, that are carly and late 
at their worldly buſineſs, but let the care of Re- 
lizion he by negleded; what have theſe men 
no Souls ? why man haſt thou a Saul, and yet doſt 
little in thy Cloſet, ſo little in thy Family, 
hom day to day for it? what meaneſt thou O 
flceper ? Ariſe, call upon thy God, that thou 
periſh not, Jonah 1. 6. what will become 
of thy Scail, it thou lookeſt to it onely at this 
careleſs rate? 
Q v. Whatif God ſhould this might require 
thy Soul where wonld death land tber ? 
Luke 12. 19, 20. There was one that pro- 
„ tiled himſelf many merry daier, and years, 
ab it is hke thou doeſt, but that ſame night 
God cal'ed' for his Soul. Sirs are you in your 
xoltures? are you tit to die? oh dare not 
| | " © 
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to live in 4 ee, nor in thüt courſe jn 
which you would nat dare to die? 3 
VI. What 6  bappy caſe wert 4 in if T 
had but ſecured my Soul oh if this were but 
once done, how fweetly — thou live! 
Then thou mighteſt cat thy , and drink 
thy wine with a merry heart, when aſſured 
that God accepteth thee and thy worke, Eecle. 
9. 7. Then thou mightctt lie down in peace, 
and riſe up in peace go out and come in in 
peace: then thou mighteſt look death in the face, 
thou mighteſt look dangers in the face.. yea, look 
Devils in the face, and never be afraid. Oh 
Sirs if there be any enlarance office for Souls in 
all the world, one would think you ſhould be 
ſecking to it. And thus much for the Queſtions, 
which though of uſe to all, yet were intended 
chiefly for unconverted impenitent Soul. 


— 


Counſels and Cordials for the 
CONVERT'ED, 


The Counſels are; Theſe 


Coun. I. >: put bard to it to get that 

by theſe — opportunities thas 
may quit all your Coſt. What pitty is it that 
you ſhould adventure much and yet gain but lit- 
tle > How fad would it be if you ſhould at laſt 
ſuffer deeply for your Conſcientious attendance + 
upon God in ſuch ſeaſons, and when you come 
into a Priſon or into Baniſkment, ſhould hnd that 


you had not got that by them that would bear you 
out. E 3 Coun. 


9 TRA ca f | > Piece, 
on. II. That gou value n mercy barely * 'it 


ol all this? unleſs we improve 
Eternity,what are we better then thoſe that are 
in Priſon ? If this be all the ad vantage we have, 
a little more content to our ficth. The Cypher 
put to the Figure is of great confideration, but 
put by ut {elt it fignifics nothing at all. Theſe 
Creature cornforts ſeparated from their reſpect 
to God, and Eternity, are of no value: but 
in order to theſ ends, they frignific nuch. We 
have eaſe and fullneſs, when many others ate 
in paing, and in poverty; And we have much 
the fart of them if we be wife to improve aur 
health in laying in apace againſt a wet day, 
and preparing apace for Eternity: and if we 
ſerve the Lord with the more abundant diligence, 
and cheatfulneſs, and gladneſs of heart, in the 
abundance of all 'things. But if this be all we 
have by it, that our bones do lie a little ſofter, 
and our pallats are tickled with a little the 
more delight, what profit have we by our health, 
or our eſtates ? If they that be fick, or poor do 
love. the Lord as weil, or ferve the Lord as 
much as we, they have the advantage of us 3 and 
better were it for us to be peor and ſick a5 


mew, 10 

III. Reft net in probabilities for Hea- 
rex, but labour for certdimties.' Beloved, certainty 
may be bad: © elſe the counſel of God to make cur 
Calling and ElcGion ſure were in vein, 2 Pet. 1. 10. 
Elſe the experience of the Seints were but . 5 


AA — * e — he 
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ſure, therefore k 


the things of the man, 
1 Cor. 2, f. No if a certain) muy be had,, 
will not put in for it, and turn every flone 
but that you will get it? Sirs, now if ever, you 
hate need to put hard to it to get affurance : 
We are at miſerable uncertainties for all our- 
ward cnjoyments ; we know not how foon we 
may be called to part with them all: Chriſti- 
ans, what do you mean? will you be content 
to have nothing fare ? will you not fertle your 
everlaſting conditions, now you are ſo led 
as to your outward condition ? What will you 
do in the day of viſitation, when extremity 
comes you, if you have not afſurance 
that Gol will zcccive you? It would make 

ones heart tremble to think of bei t 
on ſuch a fearful TR withall for 
Chrinn, and not to ſure of him neither? 
O man, what an advantage will the tempter 
now have upon thee, when he ſhall ſuggeſt 
wilt thoube fuch a tool as to let go all at once? 
hou ſeeſt Heaven is not ſure , Chriſt is not 
the world while thou 
haſt it, and hold thou haſt ſure : ] Belo- 
ved,what a fearful lighting of God and contempe 
of Heaven and Glory and all the Promiſes doth 
this argue, that you can be content to be at 
uncertainties , whether they be yours or no? 
How many of you be there that do not know 
whether you be going to Heaven or to Hell? 
and what deſperate * doth this argue, 
| E4 to 


* 


„ 


if * 3 
"go on from werk to weck in ſuch a caſe ? 
Some hopes you have that you ſhall-do well, 
but put not me off with hopes, never be ſatis- 
ned till you are able to day; not only, I he 1 
be ſaved; ' but I hem I am paſſed from 
death u life; I know that when the cant hly bouſe 
of this Tabernacle ſhall be diſſolved, I bave a bil- 

ing not male with hands, & c. 2 Cor. 5. 1. 

IV. Be wot ſatisfied with the truth of 
Grace,but reach after the Growth. Do not»think 
all is done when you have attained the evi- 
dence of. Grace; but put on hard towards rhe 
increaſe.” That perſon that doth not de ſire and 
deſign perfection, never came vp to 'Sincericy* 
He that deſites Grace truly, d. ſires it not barely 
as a Boidg to- Heaven, and ſo to ſeek no more 
then will juſt bear his charges thither » but 
he deſires it for its own fake; And theretore 
defires the height of it. That perſon that 
deſires Grace only ſor Heavens ſake, and 
inquites what is the loweſt meaſure of Grace 
that any one may have and :come to Heaven 
( by which he mcaneth but to be ſaved from 
miſery ) upon this deſign, that it he could bat 
come to that pitch he would deſite no more, 
that perſon is rotten at the heart. Chrittans, 
the Lord doth expect of you, that you ſhould 
not be Babes and Dwarfs, He looks now 
.eſpecially.,that you ſhould make ſome progreſſe. 
What do you more then heretofore ? What ! do 
you feel his*ſpurs in your ſides, and his whip 
at your backs; And yet: never mend your 
pace in Religion, nor fiir one jot the faſter? 
Let me commend to you Pauls ſtudy Phil. 3. 
12, 13. 14. It argues a bale and unworthy 
| 47” {pi v4 
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Judicially Reſolved.” — 5 


ſpirit to content our ſelves with little things m 


- Religion. 


ral, and beloved imploymcent, your Meat and 
Drink, your Work and Wages. When your 
Tongues and Hearts do as ui) run on God, 
as others on and of. the world : much of that 
may be attained by conſtant care and prayer. 
Brethren let Gods work be done by you, not by 
the by, but as your greateſt buſineſſe: Seck 
firſt the Kingdome of Ged Matth. 6. 33. And 
ſo. wherever you be, you may be able to give 
that ascount of your ſelves, that our Saviour 
did when they enquired of him, That you are 
«bout your F athers buſineſs, Luke 2. 59. 
Coun. VI. - Confine not your Religion to 
bees, but carry an an even ſpun —— meſs 
through ' your whole Courſe. Brethren, 9 
diſgrace pf Religion that Chriſtians areſo un- 
like themſelves, unleſs it be when they are in 
holy duties. This wounds Religion to the 
quick, when it ſhall be ſaid of Proteſſors, theſe 
men indeed will pray like Angels, but for ought 


we can fee they ate as Peeviſp, and as Touchy as 


any other men, and they are as Hard in their 
Dealings , and make as little Conſcience of 
their Words as- others do. Beloved, think 
not Religion lies. only or cheifly in Praying, 
Hearing, Reading · No you mutt be through» 


out Religous. Sir3, bring forth your Reli- 
gion out of your Cloſets into your ordinary 


Courſe. Let there not Le a life of Holineſ oa 
, the 


74 Caſes of Conſcience, 
the. outſide of the Cleth: But Let Holineſs 
be woven into the whole of your Converſations, 
Here lies the excellency & difficulty of Religion: 
when you have the baits of invemperance before 
vou, then to hold the Reins hard, and deny 
your fleſh when you have tion before 
you, then o- bite ia your pa , and bridle 
the unruly member? When you have dealings 
with others , then to proceed by 2 
rule of Equity and Charity, Ts do to 5 4 
yur Conſciences tell you, you would bare them 
dv in the like caſe to you. When you are called 
upon in your ſeveral relations, then to be- 
have your ſelves with that tenderneſs and 
love, with that reverence and obedience, with 
that courtefie and condeſcenſion, and kind- 
neſs that becomes you in your various capacities 
In this I (ay lies the Excellency of Religiox, 


„ VII. Ever walk with your End in 
your It is true, according to the uſual 
and | fimilitude, The Traveller, thinks not 
of his Journeyes end every ſtep, nor need he: 
yet there is no Traveller but thinks of it at 
his ſetting out: Brethren, there is . 
hinders but that with Prayer and Watchfu 
vou might come to this, in every ſelems attion 
to mind God m your End: 1 this u 

r ſelves as your daily rule to walk by, 
never to lie down but with theſe thoughts 
Well I will make wiſe of my Bed u an Ordi- 
nance of God for my natural refreſhment , that 


4 weary Servant of bis may be fitted for bis * 


] Never to riſe up but with theſe thoughts 
2 forth this diy in the Name of 
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Fudielonſly Reſolved, 75 


it f this t 
to ft ling on: to 77 775 
_ * el to think thus LI will 


ment in obedience 0 God, be- 
canſe 2 lu * x that 1 walk with him 
in my place and flativ. ] Never to fit down 


to your Tables but think J will om Eat 
ond Drink, not meer! oo Jet my fu, 5 to 
cheriſh a Servant 9 eſw, th 


. for his ſervice : Change th , — 
your ſelvcs , and examine in the evening, how 
you have minded it, and check your ſelves | 
wherein you pay hort.Once learn this, and 
ou ate com: up to ſomething: and you ſhall 
ave the — ed evidence of your ſincerity, 
and ſhall know the inſide of that bleſſed mi- 
ſtery of walking wich God. 

— VIII. Be and do more then ordinary 
in your Familyr, 7718 ca now in the defells of 
the mave P 
1. In your 2 1 that your Conſci- 
ences be able to bear you witnels, that under 
Gods extraordinary providences, you do more 
then ever in anſwer thereunto. It may be you 
Praycd twice in the day heretofore z why 
ſhould you not at ſuch a time as this is, make 
one vilit more then ordinary to Heaven, daily 
to repreſent before God the calanices. of his 
Church. This be ſure of, that fomewhat more 
then heretofore muſt now be done, elle Gad 
will lock upon himclf as intollerabiy Nighted 3 
and upon his Church as moſt ungatyrally neg- 
lected, if we do not now put to it. Be more 
then ever in ſell- examination. God doth look 
that when he is trying; of us, fwe _— 


76 ©, Caſer of Cinſoieme 
much in the trial of our ſelves. And here let 
me put it to your Conſciences : How are your 
rules for daily examination looked after ? Do 
you try your ſelves by them from day to day ? 
Ah wretched negligence ! what have you given 
your approbation and paſſed your prog and 
yet even in ſuch a day as this ſo much forget 
duty? God expects it of you, that now 
ſee him angry, you fhould with mote 
fear and tender circumſpecton and holy 
watchfulnefs and ſeif-denial wald beforeſhim 3 
eſe you will greatly incenſe his indignation, 
when he ſhall fee that you ſlight his anger. 

2. In your Families : Chriſtians, now the 
Lord calls atoud upon you to ſet your houſes 
in order. Ok ſee what is amiſs in them, and 
firive to caſt out that which may be a provocati- 
on. Three things I adviſe you to with reference 
to your Farhiſies. 

1. That you ſet up the Solemn exerciſe of Cate- 
ebiſing weekly among them: Methinks I would 
not queſtion bar that m every Godly Family 
there is a care of the Catechiſme. But when Go- 
vernours do onely impole it in general upon 
their Families; and occafionally take an ac» 
count, I find but little progrel(s is made: and 
therefore I beſeech you, to make it a Solemmn, 
— and conft.mt exerciſe ; and to expect of 
your children and ſervants as due au account 
weekly of what they have learnt in che Prin- 
ciples of Religion, as of any buſineſs of your 
own, On the incredible benefit that would 
ſpeedily come of this, if I could hut perſwade 
and prevail with my hearers in ſo fmall a re- 


queſt as this ! - | 
| 2, That 
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Judicionſly Refolved; * 7 
2. That yes be often enquiring into their ritual 
eftates 3 Follow them cloſe, and let them have 
no quiet till you fee they ſeriouſly mind and 
ſeek ſpirituall things: Put chem upon ſecrer 
Prayer: Provide helps for them till they are 
able to go without them: Shew them oftcu 
the — * of Regeneration, and Conyerſjon, 
and the nature thereof. Put them in mind of 
the fearfull miſery of an unregenerate eſtate. 
Ask them often whether they are Converted 
or not. Shew them the danger of delaying 
in ſuch à caſe. Beloved, tis too ſadly evident 
that as the Ordinances are now ſomwhere ma- 
naged, there is little of Converſion work ke to 
be done. Oh you Govemours of Families, do 
but your duty in your ſeveral places, and I 
doubt not but many Souls will nevertheleſs be 
Born — even in ſuch a day as this. 
3. Call hem to an account of their proficiency 
every opportunity. If there be but a Sermon, 22 
Chapter read, let them give you ſome account 
of ir. Thus our Saviour, when the Diſciples 
C his Family) were in private, he was a%ki 
them whether they did underſtand, and profit 
by what they heard in publick. — Mat. 13: 1. 
Coun, IX. Be not diſcouraged by the preſent 
Difficulties of Religion, but rather rcjoyce inthe p- 
Portunity to ſhew your Love and Loyalty to your 
Lord. Do not think God hath dealt hardly 
With you now your Religion is like to coſt you 
ſomething, and preſently think of ſhrinking. 
and drawing back to preſerve your ſafety: if 
you do love the Lord Jeſus you Gould Rejoyce, 
and be exceeding glad in the opportunity to thew 
it. Brethren, what hach your Religion colt 
you 


% che e e 
you hitherts? Anil For hate ſuſſer not your 
that 18 


withdrawing to tell the world 


ve not Love enough to Chrift to en- 
u to run any hazard for him. Do you 
Love the Lord? ch then now rejoyce 
and be exceeding glad, for never had you ſuch 
an opportunity in all your lives to ſbe your 
Loveas now For never were you called to ad- 
veriture ſo for him, and his ſervice, as now you 
be. Now reſolve that if Religion will make 
you Vile, you will be yet more Vile and » 
your Teal and reſolution for God be int 
and heightened by the oppoſition, 
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The Cordials follow , which are Sacta- 
crament-Cordials. 


Moſt Deorly Beloved Brethren, 


His holy Sacrament is appointed as 6 
| Sealing Ordinance between Chriſt and you, 
The Covenants are made, the terms agreed to 
on both fides; God is willing to be yours to 
all intents and purpoſes; your Shield and 
exceeding great Reward, your Refuge and your 
Reſt, your God, and your. Guide; While 
Chriſt hath it you ſhall never want ; and what 
God is to him, that he ( in your order) will be 
to you. a 
ou again (through grace) art n 


— 


terms: 
your ſelves 
to him and to be 
his remedies, to follow his counſels, and to 
acquieſce in him as your Bleſſedneſs; Thus all 
are agreed; the Articles axe drawn; The Co- 
venants both on Gods part and yours are ready 
written: And here you are came to put all 
controverſie, and mutually to ſeal and ſubſcribe ; 
Oh happy. and - bleſſed meeting! Chriſtians, 
do not forget your errand, Remember where 
you are, and ou are come for, and know 
that you are upon the ſolemneſt tranſaction that 
ever paſſed between the Creator and the Creature: 
It is Gods admirable condeſcention that he will 
be tied to us, and enter into bonds to us, to bleſs 
us, and — us, Aud — = 
weak he hath brought his Szrey- with him, 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is a — bis part, as 
well as owrs, to undertake for the fulfilling of the 
promiles. And he hath brought the viſible figns. 
and pledges by which all ſhall be firmly paſt and 
ratified before your eyes. This is the New Teſts» 
ment in my Blond; Luke 22. 20, Written in my 
Bloud : Ratificd in my bloud, Oh Sirs, this is 
that-which God doth here reach forth unto you 
with his own hand this day ,, The New Tetamem 
in Chritts Bloud. Chiiſtians, prepare your Ears 5 
And rouze up. your Faith, and now believe and 
hear ſorne of the bleſſed Articles of that Covenant 
that God doth here Sign and Seal to you: I ſhall: 
mention onely Nine, which I advite you to lay 
next your hearts while you havea day to live., 
And ou ſhall find the vertue of theſe — 
ials 
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a G0 of Confeicnte, 
diaty-firobg Ad- operative in all conditions. 

Arti- 1. Ther be will fel. es you the place of 
if Retztions 2 Cor. 6, TP be a to 

ona yee ſhall be my & Daughters, What- 
Teer Children miy expect trom a Father, that 
you my look for from me: I will find you 
Meat, be not l, Ib that you have 
weed of all theſe things, Matth. 26. 31, 32. Lou 
ſhalt be Clothed out of my Ward - robe, Muth. 
6. 28, 29,30. and wear my Livery : And when 
you have need of Correction, I will Remember 
to do it in mercy, and you ſhall find, that ar 4 
man chiftneth bir Son, ſo the Lord your God cha- 
feneth you, Deut. 8. 5. a 

Iwill be a Hausband to you and will betrorb you unto 
me for ever, Hoſca. 2. 19. You ſhall not need to 
fear, your Maker is your Hasband ; I will give 
you my choice Love: I will give you my heart. 
Iwill be a Lord and Soveraign to you : 
Lord is your Judge: The Lord is your Law- 
ger: The Lord is your King : Fear nor the un- 
rightconſnefs of men; I will judge your cauſe , 
1 will defend your Rights, you ſhall not ſtand 
or fall at mans Bar; you Mall not be caſt at their 
Votes: Let them Curſe, 1 will Blefs : Let them 
Condemm, 1 will Juſtific > Who ſhalt accuſe, 
when I ſhall acquit yonꝰ Who ſhall lay any thing 
to your charge, when I do diſcharge you? When 
you come upon trial for your lite to have your 
eternal ſtate decided, you ſhall ſee your Friend, 
your Father on the Bench: And you ſhall ſurely 
fhand in judgment, and be found at the 
hand among the ſheep and hear the King fey, 
Come yee Bleſſed. al 

I will be a Shepherd to you, fear us evil, for T am 
| wich 
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green ou 
waters : if my Officers be care 
my (elf: yo 4 you O my 
the Lord God, I will judge between Cartel 
and Cartel, I will feed my flock, ſaith the Lord 
God, and cauſe them to lie d>wn. I will fcek 
that which is loft, and bring again that which 


. 
: 


is driven away, and bind up that which is 


broken, and ſtrengthen that which is ſick ʒ but 
I will deftroy the Fat, and the ſtrong, and will 
feed _ with judgment. 2 

I will be « Phyſician 10 I wil yout 
backſlidings, and cure — diſeaſes, fear not, 
never did foul miſcarry that left it ſelf in my 
hands and would but follow my preſcriptions. 
Well this is one of the Articles that God 
— to, that he will be to — 

ol all Relations. Silence thou | 

unbelief, methinks I hear thy whiſpers, that 
this is too good to be true, that it were 
tion in us to count upon all this. What thabl 
they that malt fay to cortuption, thou art m 
father, beable to fay to the incorruptible 
thou art my Father; Shall they that muſt ſay 
to the worm thou art my mother, and my ſiſter, 
be able to ſay to the Angels of Light, ye are my 
fellow Servants? And to the King of Glory, 
Thou art my Brother, and my Kinſman ? Shall 
Majeſty eſpouſe himfelf to miſery, and the 
worms meat be married to Immortallicy and 
hie, How can thefe things be ? 

Nay bat O heart of Intidclity, whojart, — 

F tha 


not here his Stalꝰ why then doſt thou doubt 
O thou of little Faith? 

Art. II. That be will entitle you to all the Di · 
vine Perſons and Perfettians, Gen. 19. 7. I will 
be 4 God unte thee 3 mark, God gives away bimſilf, 


and he gives his Son to you, Iſa. 42. 6. ] will 


ive thee for a Covenant of the people. This is the 
iches triumph, /ſa. 9. 6. wito w 4 Sor it 
given. And ne gives his Spirit to you, ohn 
14. 16. He ſhall give you another Comforter.” And 
Believers acknowledge the Reccipt, 1 Cor. 2. 
12. Me hate rectited the Spirit which it of God. 
Thus you ſce all the Perſons of the God-head 
are made over to youand fo arc all the Perfection: 
of the God- head for fo the Covenant runs, 
Gen, 17. 1. 1am the All-mighty God, or the All 
Jafficient Gad, walk before me and be upright : theſe 
ate the terms between God and a believer Be 
theu upright betore me , and I will be All-ſuffis 
Fjent to thee : The All-ſufficiency of God is the 
comprehenſion of all his Perfeftions. Truth 
without Power, or Power without Wiſdome, 
or both without Goodneſs, woald not be 4b 
ſufficiency : All- ſufhcicncy takes in all that is in 
God (it we may fpcak of Gods moſt firmple E- 
Fence according tothe ſhallow reach of our pre- 
ſent capacity) yea it comprehends infinitely 
more then can be faid or thought. Why row 
this is the Covcnant of grace which eſta- 
bliſhes with you this day, that he will be a Gad 


be Chrſt- 


All-juf.a.m to Je. 
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Chriſtians oy; your Faich 
ev 1g apply the, Pro 


uy ag 448 hoy . or L Cal 2 . 
do not wonder if your Faith be put to it in fo 
Pp t a miſtery : To draw nigh to the 
ajeſty, and conſideringly, and with» 
out heſitancy to ſay, Thon art mine and all that 
bam hat, this is no caſic thi But — 
mayſt not dare to doubt it. Can = 0 
him who is the Truth ? can the ſtren Iſrach 
lie, ot his word deceive thee? But —— 
to reply, oh the thing is too high, —— 
great r me to preſume tu believe, and is ready 
with Peter, aſtonied to cry out, N Led, fe- 
I am ſinſal man. But why doth thine hand 
tremble, and thy heart fail thee, and thy ſeet 
(with Peters when walking on the waters) be- 
in to fink / What doeſt thou flick at? Is it at 
eh of che Promiſe} No faith the trem-» 
bling ſoul , but ſure {6 much enn never belong 
to me {0 ſinful, um afraid it is not mine, why, 
what Gith the Promiſe ? onely be upright. What, 
though thou haſt an hundred failings, yet thy, 
heart is #pright : the bent of thy heart is malay 
for God and Holineſs 3 thou make conſcience 
all fin, little as well 2 t. — as 
open, and doeſt not deli in 
any i thou doeſt in the ſettled ad lame of thy heart 
= leaſing of God, and value his favours 


bi 


theſe marks are infalliables 
What, doeſt chou object thy — Art 


thou under a Covenant of > Do you 
Gol now ſtands upon 1 ? 


Coves 


94 Caſes ef Oonſtience, 

Covenant is plain: God conditions but for wprighe- 
weſt, and God barb wrought in thee the | 
chat he requirts of thee - What can be plainer ? 
wilt fer the Devil and unbelief to catch 
the Bread out of thy hand, when God tells thee 
it is thine ? wilt thou be againſt thy ſelf, and re- 
fuſe thine own when God is come to Seal 
thee up to the day of Redemption: This is that 
which the Lord here Seals to thee, That be will 
— — t #0 thee. O believe, and be 
thankful, and rejoyce in thine own bleſſzdneds : 
O happy, thrice — fouls, whom the living 
God thus Signeth and Sealeth to, and Aſſignes 
over all his infinite Perte Tons as its everlalting 


ſſion. | 

Art. III. That be will diſcharge yew from all 
your Debrs. Heb. 8.10, 12. This is the Covenant, 
I will be merciful to their unrighteouſnefl, aud their 
__ N ies will I —_— no more, = I. 
18. Thong ſins be M ſcarlet they ſhall be 4 
white as Hh Believeſt thou this ? Come near 
bcloved Chriſtian, approach believingly, and here 
thou halt ſee the Lord Crolling our all 
thy Debes, taking away the hand writing that is 
againſt thee, declaring that he hath received a 
Ranſome and is ſatisfied, Content, and Paid. 
Oh happy man that ſhall leave all thy fins be- 
hind thee, why this is the very thing that the 
faichful God doth here Seal unto thee. Thy 
Pardon is writen in this Sacred bloud, which 
is here thed for the remiilion of fins. Sc that 
thou mayc triumph with che Apoſtle,” Who is 
1 it ir Chrift that died, Rom. 

34. F 
Alt. IV. That be will ſave you from of your 
enemies 
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E 
— victory ſhall be. ſave, {© far God is 

So the Covenant runs id its! firſt 
1 . —— breiſe 
5. by the Seed of the Woman, 


biz the ungodly — world , 
which — Children an all our Tyrannous 


La which arc his brood,” his works. By his 
| our heel, understand his molefling, and 
rr By our brea- 
bis bead, underſtand the total — haal 
which we ſhall moſt tertainly obtain 
— 2 — Chriſtians, 
what ſhould you fear! Death? The Cove- 
3 
ws ureter mr rh fone of 


red enemy in a Charger. 1 Cor, 
75 — Death is yours : +: O bleſſed and moſt grate» 
; — The Covenant affures 
— bruiſe bim under your ftes ſhortly, 
Rom. 16. 20. The Wald? Be of good chear, 
Chriſt bath overcome the World, John. 16. 33. 
Hell? There is na Condenmnation t them that are 
in Chrift Jeſis, Rom. 8. 1. Sin? This in- 
deed is to be dreaded, but with a warchfid and 
cautious fear: not with a fainting diſcouraging fear: 
fm ſhall aus have dominion over you, Rom. 6. 13,14. 
Chriſtians, here now is meat for your 
—— theſe holy Promiſes mg move 
you ? or carry little ſavourꝭ or reliſh! with themꝰ 
What, ſhall the All-mighty God give it to 
n own hand* that thou art a free- 
* 3 man 


86 on we Conſoience, 
© accougt of it }ſhall 
52 625 and thou lay it 
9 that Ggnifes little ? 
0 iy.» 5h ts gte ready to faint 
becauſe of the Sons of Aueh that be in the 
way , when you ſce the black guard -gapig 
upon you, and the King c Terrours levelling 
at you, and. a; wicked World. armed with rage 
W 00 you, and full of malice, and the theeyes 
conſpiratours in the boſome watching 
te naity to betray all to them, yet let not 
dilcourage you: Theſe were coough in- 
Fee to make 2 conlidering mans heart to melt, 
and die within him, but that the Covenant of 
Grace yields ſuch ample zelcif againſt all. - Oh 
be ever mindfull of the Covenant: Remember 
what hath paſt this day between. the Living God 
and your Souls: Watch O Chiiftian, and 
fiand laſt, quit thee like a man, Ihe Conqueit 
is ſure: Who would not fight with n—y 
that 1 * of the Victory. 
V. That be will befgiend you in all con- 
Ab He will be a fak triend to you in every 
change, and turn all things. tu your good, cven 
when you are ready to lay unbelievingly with 
21 All. theſe things are againſt me , Rom. 
Gen, 42. 36, * he brings you into 
the . There be will ſpeak comforta- 
to you, Hoſea 2. 14, In the fire, And in 
water BW be with you, IfGiah 43+ 2. He 


2 th to the peer, 6 firength 10 the 
N ; 4 refuge from, the ftorm, 
Ts y Ref bona. the blaſt of the 
terrible ones is as 6 ſtorm againft the wall, ſa, 25. 4. 
Beloycd, here the Lond: is cone to 1 

a 


eſtate. Godhath promiſed you that what e- 
ver condition you be in, you Dd 


— and ſupport from him, and 


— gr ns with 2 and ſce his Fins 
you ſweetly turning all to 
— bet: Go —— and live like Believers. 
Be not afraid of ſuffering, but ſhew that you 
believe what God hath promiſed, that affli- 
Qtic»'s (hall not hurt you. The next time 
any trouble comes upon you, Remember what 
a Promiſe God hath paſſed unto you this day, 
and wait on him believiogly for the ha 
iſſue and and event of every triall that thall 
betall you. 

Art. VI. That be will tai pon bim the 
care of all your Concernments. mult be 
Carefull in notbing, Phil. 4. 6. A you, 
1 Pet. 5. 7. Take no thought what you ſhall 
tat or drink, neither be of l mind, but 
rather ſeek you the Kingdome of God, and. all 
theſe things "hall be added to you, Luke 12. 29, 
31. Come you to this holy Ordinance in 
any diſtreſs or trouble ? Mechinks you ſhould 
go from it as Haxnab, and your countenance 
be no more fad, God will number your bairg, 
and will take care\that — be bt, * 
6. 39. Luke 12» 7. He will take ; care of 
your names, and bring forth your Righteonſneſs 
& the Light, Plalm 37. 5, 6. L of your ſabſi- 


dene, He will give meat to them that fear bunt, 


and be ever mindful of bir Covenant, Plalm 111. 
5. of your ſeed, tor he will be 4 God wats 
them, and will entait the bleting upon chem; 

F 4 Gene 


; Reward ! 
Protection and Proviſions When 
thee I will be a Shield to-thee'; 


evil 
When any good is wanting 1 will be a Sup- 
Pr. Thor? ſhalt have Children, or 1 will 

better to thee then ten Children. © Thou 
{halt have Riches, or I will be thy Store. 
Thou ſhale have Friends if beſt for thee, or 
elfe I will be thy Comforter in thy ſolitude, 
thy Couaſellour in thy diſtres. My Secrets, 
my Ear, and my Door ſhall be ever open 
to ther, Mark 10. 30. He ſhall receive an 
bundred fold now in thir time : Though he 
have not the things themſelves, yet he ſhall 
have all theſe, and mare then all in me: 1 
will be - Houſe, and Friend, and Father to him 
all in ont. It you ſhould have an hundred 
Candles burning in à Room, and ſhould put 
aut every ane, and open the window and let 


" 


e 


— 
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is would be better then his 
that were: 2 
1 to ſorſabe all 
be but as the: letting e ee -run 
— to thee: the Fountain. 

Arti, VIII. That be: will maintain you a1. 
your. dajes in hit ſervice. He will be your Guide 


even ants” Death, Plalm 48. 14. 


Chriſtians, 
whilſt you have 'a day to live, God will 


— 
follow yau of — 
2.222 23. 6. Aud the Lord will 


turm away from you t0 do you r 32:40 
Oh —— that Ke 


to you. 

Art. IX. That when you * 
ive the Kingdome to you. "20 the 

er here: Thine is the Ki 5 What 

ever is promiſed in the Covenant, is | Sealed 
in the Sacrament, Lake 12. 32. It is 
Fathers good pleaſure . .y0w the Ringllnd, 
Luke 22. 29. I appoint unte you 4 Kingdome, 
mark the promile is pregnant with a 
"Tis, no ks then a Crown, a Kingdome, chat 
is here delivcred to you , — 19. 12. 4 
certain noble man went into 4 far Country to 
receive to bimſelf a Kingdome and 10 return: This 
is the buſineſs you are come for hither, to 
receive to your ſelver a Kingdome and ſo to re- 
turn. Oh methinks you ſhould forget what 
ground you go upon, as you arc going home, 
to think what you have received here : me- 
thinks. you ſhould go forth; as Hamam from 
the Banquet joyſul ard with a glad heart. 


while in this lower Region, you muſt. dwell 
above; where Chriſt is, there you maſt be 
allo. As fare as you now fee a Crucified 
Chriſt, ſo ſure ſhall you ſhortly fee a Glo- 
ried Chriſt, The Lord Jcſus . doth antici- 
pate his ſentence here, and calls to you, Gueſts, 
, Gome ye Bleſſed, inberis the Kingdome, Take 
the writing, behold the Seals, here are the 
Conveyances of the Kingdome: The tion 
is ſure and full, unakerable, irrevocabld. | 
Chriſtians, do you believe? It you do, me- 
thinks you ſhould be raviſhed: methinks you 
ſhould be filled with joy —— full - 
Glory! But do you at promiſ= 
through unb lief? Do you ſey, oh it is too much, 
and toq geit? why how can that be? What! 
too great ſar God to make: ;goog ?: thou dareſt 
Y not 


Lone mm £5 a «a. 


= = udtolatty. oloed vt 
nod think W: Rut it is too grear for we io 
— man, doſt thou not beat 
— is bi Doth not your 
heatt prize Chriſt above all the world > Hag thon 
not made 2 detiberate choice of him, for thy 
Head and Huband? Haſt not thou entred in- 
to a ſolemn contract with him, to bo his for all 
times and conditions, and to love, Honour and 6- 
bey him, before all others to the death? And 
doth not thy heart ſtand to this choice ? NHaſruot 
chou taken hins with his Yoke, and with Wis 
Cyols? And deft not thou in thy practice fr 
ſeek the Kingdome of God, and the | 
thereof? And haſt not thou choſen the way of 
nr yrs priemar Art not thou in love with Holt- 
| deſireſt more then Gold ? Doſt not 
thou prefer a holy and ſpiritual life, before all 
the grandear of the world, and pleaſure of the 
fleſh ? And all this not only for a fit or a- flaſh, 
but in the ſetled frame; and diſpoſition of 
heart? furely thou muſt wrong God and thy e, 
if thou deniett it to be thus with thee, why 
theſe are the marks of the Loyd Jeſi upon thet, 
the ſure marks: fear not, theſe can not deceive 
thee, They evidence that thou art born of God, 
that thou art a Son, and fo an Heir; and there» 
fore mayeſt lay claim to the inhericance. 

Come then Beloved Chriſtian, be of good 
comfort, why ſhoaldit thou deubr > Thou haſt 
the mark of the ſheep, And therefore thy por» 
tion ſhall be at the Right hand, and thy Sentence 
among the Bleſſed, Well then, receive this Ho- 
ly Sacrament as the pledg of all this. Go home 
and look over all ck bleſſed Promiles, and count 


them 


- 
ws 


ve 
A Baud: Oh live henceforth a life of joy, and 
Faith, as a man that is clevated above the world. 
Do not live at thy old, dull, and ſlothſul rate, 
carry It like a Believer, and in a word, walk as 
one that doth indeed take all for Truth that the 
Lord hath fpoken to thee this day. Let that of 
e 


the be a cloſe to all, 2 Cor-7. 1. Having 
ere Pre dearly beloved, let us Cleanſe 
2 ſelves from al feet of ſſh, and ſpirit, por 
felling Haliueſ in the fear of God. 
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Theſe Books following are Hub- 
liſhed by Mr. Richard Baxter, 
and Printed for Meni Simmons, 
at the Princes-Atmes in St, Pay 
Churcb+yard... 


1. T HE Aphoriſmss | | 
l . The Salat cwerla log red, in quarts. 

3. Plain Scripture proof of Inf int Church-memberſt#p 
and Baptiſm, in quarts. | 
* 4; The right Merhod for u ſerled Peace of Conſcience 
— Spirirual Comforts in thirty two Dixtcettiem, in 

4. N 

g. Chiſtian Concord : or the Agreemenc of the Aſſocia · 
red Paſtors and Churches of Worceſter ſhire, in quarie. 

6, True Chriſtianity, or Chriſt Abſolute Bominions 
r. la two Nine Sermons, Preache at Wwerfter, in 


eowcluts. / 
7. A Sermon of Judgment-preache ut Pautr, Laien, 
Decemb. 17. 1654, 2nd nowenlarged, in W Im. 
t. Making light of Chriſt and ſalvation, 100 ofg che I 
of Goſpel-1nykarions, manifeſted in a Sermon — 
ar Laurence Fury, in Landes, in cave. 

9. The Agreement of divers Miniſters of Chriſt in the 
Ccunty of Worcefter, for Carechizing, or Perſonal la- 
ſtructing all in cheic ſeveral Pariſhes that will conſent there 
unte; containing 1. The Articles cf our 
2. An Exhorrarion to the People ro ſubmit to this 
work, 3. The Profefion df Faith and Catechiſm, in 
acta vo 

10. Guild Sal vienwr, The Reformed Paſtor, (hewing 
the nature et the Paſtoral work, clpecially in privace In- 
ſtruction and Carechizing, in adde. 

18, Ccriain Diſputatiom of Right ro Sacraments» nnd 
the true nacure of yiſible Chriſtianity, in quarts, 

12. Of Juſtifcarion 7 four Diſputnions clearing atid 
amicably defe nding che Truch, aa inſt the upnecefſary op- 
poſitic n of divers Learned and Reverend Brethees , in 
quarts, 13. * 


13. A Treatlſe of Converſion, preached and now pub- 
liſhed or che uſe ot tboſe char ate Rrangtry ip A truc Cha. 
rn 

1. Oae che ber tie Mhhiſtry agtinft che btalgn,ÜeP̃of 
Ml ſorts, 

1 A Winding ſheer for 'Pop:ry. 
16, Ode ſheet againſt the Quakers. 
29. A ſecond (beer for the Mai, “e 
* 18, D:re&ions to Juſtices of the P. ace eſpecially ik Cor- 
porarions, to the diſcharge of their duty to Gol, Cc. 

19. The crucifying of the Wo ld by the Crols of Chriſt, 
Oc. in quarte. 

20. A call to che Uncomverted to Tum and Live, and 
accept of mercy, while mercy may be had, as cver they 
would find mercy in the day of their excrewity ; Prom the 
Living God : To be read in Families where any are uncon - 
verted, in iwelces, 

11. Of ſaving Faith ; That it is not only gradually, bug 
ſp:cikcally diſtin& from all Common Faith. The Agree» 
ment of Richard Baxter with that very Learned conſeming 
Adverſary, that hath maintained his Aﬀertion by « preten- 
ded Confurarion in the end of Serj cant Shepbeards Book of 
Since/ity and Hypocriſie, in quarts. 

x3. Directions and Pcrſwakons to = found Converſion, 
&c. in octavo. 

33. The Grotun Religion diſcovered, at the invitation 
of Mr. Thomas Pierce in his Y.ndication;with a Preface, Vn 
dicating the Synod of Dort from the calmnies of the pew 
Tilenus ; and David, Peter, Sc. and the Puritans, and Se» 
queſttatiors $e.from the cenſures of Mr, Pierce, in act avs. 

14. Conhrmation and Reſtauracian , the necellary 
meam of Reformation and Reconc liation, in ofFave, 

v5. Five Diſputation: of Church-Governmentzin quarts. 

26. A Key for Carholicks, to open the jugling of the Je- 
firirs,ond ſatisſie all that ate but truly willing to underſtandg 
whether the caule of Rowan or Reformed Chuiches be of 
God ; and to leave the Reader uttetiy uncxaoulable chat at - 
tet this will be a Papiſt, in quarts, 

1 27. A Teeatiſe of Selt demal, in querte. 

28. His Apology againſt the Exceptions of Mr, Blake 
N. 8 , Eines, I. 22 quarts, 
"19: The vnicaſogablcachs of 1 ity 1 

Ow.” in ve, clity, in four partes 


p L 3%. The 


the Miniftry of Exgland, defended, &. in quarts. 

31. His Holy Common. Wealth, or Folicical Aphoriſas, 
opening the true principles of Government, & c. in date. 

31. His Contefſion of Faith, &, in quote, 

33. His Humble Advice z ot the heads of thoſe things 
which were oſteted to many honourable Members of Par- 
liament , Cc. in quarts, 

34- The Huakers Cirechiſmz or the Duakers que- 
ſtioned, in geerro, 

3 5. An account of his preſent Thoughts concerning the 
Conrroverlics about the perſeverance of the Saints, in 
quar'o, 

36. His Lettet to Mr. Dru for Pacibcaticn, in querte, 

37. The ſafe Religion 3 or three Diſpurations for the 
Reformed Catholick Religion, againſt Poperys &c. in 
off avs. 

38. Catholick Unity; or the only way to bring us all 
to be of ane Religion, & in twelver, 

Eg. The true Catholick, and Catholick Church de- 
ſcribed, in twelvet &c. 

40 The ſucceſsive viſibilicy ef the church of which 
Proteſtancs are the ſoundeſt members, & c. in ect at o. 

41. The Sermon of Kepentance, 

42; Of Right R-joycirg 

43. A Sermon of Faith before the King. 

44. A Treatile of Death, 

45. The Vain Religion of the Formal Hypocrice, & c. 
in ſeveral Sermons p:cached ar che Abbey ip Weſimuaſter, 
in rwe/ver, 

46. Two fheers for poor Families, &c 

47. Short inflruRtions for the fick : a ſhert. 

43. ASaints cr a Bruit, & c. in quarts, 

4s. The miſchief of Self- Ie norance, and bend ft of 
Self-acquainrances in cctavo, 

Fo, Uniycilal Concord, & c. in oftave, 

$1, The laſt work of a Believer, Ct. in !re/ver, 

$3. The Divine Lite, in three Treaciles ; Ihe hifl, of 
the Knowledge of God, The {:cond, of Walkinh wh 
Ged : The thud, of Cunveifing with Ged in Sulirde, 
in quar's, 

$3. The reaſons of the Chriſt gn Rel.gion. ee. 

$4. Dire cem for weak diflewgerca Chadiions, t 
gow 


30. The un ceſter ſore Petitlon to the Parliaments] for 


. 


| 


2 


into u confirmed ſtate of Ster, t. 1. The 
of a lonnd confirmed Chriſtian, wratey to im- 
_ mans mind the tue Idea or Conctyrion of God- 
nds and Chriſtianity, in e&avs. 
$5- Now or Never; uftwelvet. 
$6. The Life of Faith, io duce parts, in quarts. 
$7. The Cute of Church Dviſons: or Diectom for 
weak Chriſtians to keep them from being Dividers, and 
Troublers of the Church, in ot 
8, A defence of the principles of Love, which ate ne- 
tc che Unity and Concord of Chriſtians 3 and arc 
delivered in a called the Cure of Church Divifians, 
in v 
$9. A ſecond Admonition to Mr Edward Batgſbarw, 
written to call him to Repentance for many falleDo&rincs, 
Crimes, and cſpecialy fouricore palpable Untruths in mar- 
tet of Fact, deliberately Publſhed by him in two ſmall 
Libels, in which he ex*mpliech the Love killing and de- 
ving principles of Church Dividers : and telleth the 
o:1d to hat men ate hafting, when they ſinſul ly avoid 
Communion with true Churches and Chriſtans, tor tole ta- 


dle faulry, in oftavs. 
- 60. The difference between the Poser of Magiſtrares 
and Church Paſtors, and the Renan K « and 


Magiſtracy, under the name of Church and Church 
Government, Uſyrped by che Pope, as liberally given 
him by Popiſh Princes, in quarts: 

61- The Church Told of Mr. Edwnd Barſhrws 
Scandals, and warned of the dangerous ſnares of Satay, 
now laid for them, in his Loveskilling principles in g, 

62, The Duty of Heavenly Meditation, in quarts. 

63- How far Holinclsþs che Den of Chriſtianity, in 


4% Gods goodneſs Vindicared with reſpe&t to che Do- 
frinc of Reprobat ten, and Damnation, in twelves. 

6c. The Divine Appointment ot the Lords Day, in of avo, 

66. More Rea'ons forthe Chriſtian Religion, and na 
Reaſon againſt it, in twelves. 


bh. 


— 


EF 3 8 as as 0 ere mee ff St 4 4 8 


Excommuni atio Excommunicata. 
OR, A 


CENSURE 


OF THE 


Presbyterian Cenlures 


And proceedings in the Claſsis at 
MANCHESTER. --: 


Wherein is modeſtly examined what 
Eccleſiaſtical or civil Sanction they pretend 
for their new and uſurped Power, 


In a Diſcourſe betwixe the Miniſt:rs of that 
Claſſis, and ſome diſſcating Chriſtians, 
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